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HARVEST HARVEST ðð  A TIME FOR REMEMBERINGA TIME FOR REMEMBERING  
The good thing about having fixed points in the year is that they make us 

stop and think once again about things that otherwise, in the midst of the 

hustle and bustle of daily life, tend to get drowned out by the tyranny of 

the urgent to -do list.  

So, hopefully, our own birthdays can be, amongst other things, an annual 

reminder of the gift of life. The birthdays of others can be a chance to stop 

and remember why someone is important to us. Wedding anniversaries can 

make us pause once again and appreciate anew how blessed we are to 

be able to share our life with one we love. And so I could go on.  

But what about Harvest? What things does Harvest cause us to stop and 

remember?   

 

Harvest time is a time for remembering to give thanks:  

¶ for our food ð which is more abundant and varied than at perhaps 

any other time in human history. We never have food shortages ð the 

shelves of the supermarkets are always well stocked. It wasnõt always 

like this, as those who were alive in the war and before can no doubt 

remember.  

¶ For our farmers ð both those who produce crops and those whose 

farms involve livestock. Farming has traditionally been a way of life 

and not just a job ð and this way of life is for many farmers under 

threat as perhaps never before. So our thoughts and prayers must 

continue to be with all those whose livelihood is precarious, and those 

who see no alternative but to give up.  

 

Harvest time is also a time for remembering to use the earthõs resources 

wisely and sustainably:  

¶ ôsustainabilityõ is a word thatõs being applied to more and more 

aspects of life today ð including agriculture. It reflects an attempt to 

make sure that the long -term consequences of todayõs actions will 

not mess up the lives of 

generations to come. Actually, 

the idea of sustainability goes 

back centuries. As far back as Old 

Testament times, Godõs people 

were told to ensure that their 

agriculture was sustainable; that 

too much was not taken from the 

earth without giving it chance to 

recover. This meant giving the 

land a rest every seven years, and 
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also every fiftieth, or jubilee year. Today we have 

different ways of ensuring that agriculture is 

sustainable; but the need to consider future 

generations is no less important.  

 

Harvest time is also a time for remembering to share the 

fruits of the earth:  

¶ Jesus often talked about the perils of having too 

much and keeping for oneself what should be shared with others. He 

told a parable of the rich man whose crops were so abundant that he 

planned to build more barns in order to store them. He did not sell or 

share his harvest; but then he died, and was not able to enjoy the 

results of his wealth. The parable shows that acquisitiveness and 

hoarding are not virtues in Godõs eyes.  

¶ At harvest time we in the churches do generally think about those in 

need ð especially those organisations which benefit from our harvest 

gifts. Many churches in Sussex donate harvest produce to the St. 

Patrickõs Centre for the homeless in Hove; many Christian organisations 

also make harvest appeals for those around the world who need our 

help. But harvest time should also remind us that the needs of the 

people who are helped by organisations such as these exist all year 

round. There is much in the world of today which actively encourages 

self-interest and the pursuit of oneõs own advantage above all else. 

Maybe harvest time is an opportunity for trying afresh to get the 

balance right between providing for oneself and oneõs dependents, 

and building a world which is based on mutual support and help for 

those in genuine need, rather than on materialism and greed.  

Harvest time is, finally, a time for remembering that God sows spiritual seeds 

in our hearts, and wants them to bear an abundant harvest. This is the 

message of today's gospel reading. Jesus tells the crowd that earthly food is 

transient, and we should seek the food that lasts for ever - the spiritual food 

which he offers to those who believe in him, and follow his ways.  

Giving thanks; using the fruits of the earth sustainably; sharing them fairly; 

seeking the kind of spiritual harvest which will produce lives which are 

governed by Godõs will. These are the ways in which God invites us to 

celebrate our harvest festival today.  

Some people say that the concept of the harvest festival is outdated, and 

of little relevance to the Church and the world. I hope we can see that our 

celebration of God's harvest is just as relevant today as when the idea of 

the harvest festival was first conceived.  
 

 Stan Tomalin 
Minister at Emmanuel 
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PRAYER TRIPLETSPRAYER TRIPLETS  
Were you at the 10.30 Service a while back when David expressed his 

hope of hearing of a prayer triplet of church members in as many of the 

roads/areas/blocks of flats as possible throughout Hailsham? These 

members would meet together regularly to pray for the people and 

concerns in their area and especially those who do not yet know the love 

of God in Jesus.  We three, that is Wendy, Jill and Dot have started what 

we think is the first triplet.  Is this right?  Are we first?  If so will you be second  

Etc., etc., etc?  

SERMON SERIESSERMON SERIES  
SUNDAYS @ 10.30am  
The Word Spreads (Acts 6 ð 13) 

For the autumn we continue through the Book of Acts as Luke records for us 

the spreading of the gospel and the building of the church.  Apparent 

tragedy, real surprises, the message spreads and the church grows ð 

exciting, challenging, encouraging!  

 

SUNDAYS @ 6.30pm   
1 John - Authentic Christianity  

Our major series for autumn evenings takes us to the writings of John, the 

apostle, and his first letter to the church.  It is written both to assure and to 

challenge, wanting us to understand what true authentic Christianity looks 

like, founded on truth, expressed with love and marked by holiness.  The 

false exposed, the genuine revealed, itõs a very timely message for the 

church today.  

CHRISTIANITY EXPLOREDCHRISTIANITY EXPLORED 
STARTING MONDAY 6TH OCTOBER,  

8.00pm  AT THE LINK FOR 6 WEEKS 
Not yet a Christian and want to know what itõs all about?  Still a new 

Christian and keen to get the basics clear?  New to St Maryõs and want to 

make a fresh start? Thinking about a housegroup but not sure?  There are 

all sorts of really good reasons for joining up with a Christianity Explored 

group.  
  

The programme includes a basic six sessions with an extra four for those 

who want to carry on ð a great introduction to real Christianity and good 

fun too! For more information talk to David Bourne or John Brook .  
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CHURCH FINANCE NEWSCHURCH FINANCE NEWS  
Our Church Financial year runs from January 1 st ð 31st December so I have 

recently completed our figures for 8 months of the year i.e.. January ð 

August:  

 

         Collections and Committed Giving            £ 33976  

         Pledge Sunday Donations                                 2140 

         Gift -aided Donations                                         3782  

         Tax Repayment on Covenanted gifts             4864  

         ôBite-Inõ                                                                3310 

          Donations                                                           2447  

          Other Income                                                    6741 

                  Total Income                                        £ 57260  

                  Total Expenses  (incl. Mission Gifts)         63030 

                  Shortfall   (8 months of year)                £  5770  

 

Our Collections  & Committed Giving Target (including Pledge Sunday 

Donations) is  to raise £5,500 per month to cover all our Church running 

costs - so we are still about £1000 per month short of this challenge ð but 

encouraging progress is being made towards this objective.  
 

It is also good to see the increasing money being given through Gift -aided 

Donations, Donations and the Bite -In.  
 

It looks however that our Shortfall may rise to around £11,000 by the end of 

the year following further monthly deficits, and the incidence of increased 

heating and lighting costs.  
 

As always, I would like to thank everyone for their continued giving and 

support to St. Maryõs. 
 

OTHER NEWS 
I am very pleased to report that during September we received a Legacy 

gift of £3000 to be used towards our Church re -ordering scheme or a 

specific initiative, in due course. We have also received other gifts totalling 

£361 towards future re -ordering.  

We have recently given £2,300 to the Girls Crusader Union out of gifts in 

memory of Eluned  
 

If you are a new member at St. Maryõs and would like to join our regular 

giving scheme of weekly envelopes or Bank Standing Order please talk to 

Roger Booth or myself. Giving through these schemes and the benefit of a 

tax re -claim are extremely beneficial to the Church. Thank you.  
 

Paul Burson (Hon. Treasurer)  
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What a week! After a well publicised warm up event in Beijing, China, the 

Go For Gold Games in Hailsham were finally opened on 26 August 2008 

by the Games President.  

 

The main event ran for four days in the main church building at St Mary's, 

although you would have been hard pressed to recognise it as such. The 

pews in the centre block 

were removed creating a 

fantastic large area for lots 

of activities during the 

week. World flags were 

hung all around the 

church, celebratory 

bunting hung from pillar to 

pillar, fantastic decorations 

adorned the room. Each 

morning these were added 

to as children worked on 

their craft for the day. And 

then there were the races! 

Three legged races, bat 

and ball races, obstacle 

races, sack races, chariot races, even canoe races. And there were all 

kinds of field events, including the popular but strangely challenging welly 

throwing round.  

 

All of this set the scene for 

learning about the apostle 

Paul's visit to Athens recorded in 

Acts 17. Clearly Acts 17 makes 

no mention of the Olympics, but 

the mention of Athens was 

enough of a link for us to justify 

the games! What Acts 17 does 

make mention of is the good 

news of Jesus, God himself, who 

made the world and everything 

in it including us. One day in the 

future he will come again to 

judge the world. But the amazing 

good news is that he has already 

GO FOR GOLD GO FOR GOLD --  HOLIDAHOLIDAY CLUB 2008Y CLUB 2008  

Canoe racing  

Chariot racing  
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come 2,000 years ago to save the world. He's died on the cross to pay 

the price of sin for everyone who will trust in him and accept him as their 

king. And it was this good news of God's rescue for those who really, 

really need it that we focused 

on during the week.  

 

Big thanks go to all the team 

for their commitment and 

enthusiasm throughout all the 

preparations and during the 

week as well. The young 

people involved in the drama 

deserve a special mention. 

Their "Whodunnit at the 

Games" production provided 

entertainment and suspense 

throughout the week. We 

would also like to thank all those 

who helped set up the building and put it back afterwards. Especially 

those who helped move the pews and put them all back again so 

perfectly at the end of the week.  

 

It was a particular pleasure to be 

able to include Sangster and 

Asha in the team so soon after 

their arrival to the UK. Talk about 

hitting the ground running, 

canoeing and chariot racing...  

 

An event like Go For Gold can 

only happen when a team works 

together. And what better cause 

to work together for than the 

cause of the gospel, in this case 

telling young people about Jesus. 

We give thanks to God for the privilege of being his fellow workers, and 

for the encouragement and delight it is to serve together with others in 

that great cause.  

 

Joke of the week: Why did the mechanic sleep under his car? Because 

he wanted to wake up very oily the next morning!  

 

John Brook  

 

Craft work  

Some of the medal winners  
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INTENSE WEEK AT OLYMPIC VILLAGE 
By Digby Brash, Worldwide Sports Sensations International  

One week in the Go For Gold Olympic Village and this reporter can 

reveal that not everything always runs so smoothly. This has certainly 

been a dramatic week for all involved!  
 

Arriving at Hostel 23, I didnõt quite get the welcome 

a member of the Press would expect to receive. 

After trying to interview Valerie Armstrong 

(Weightlifter, Moldova) and Wilma Windhover 

(Windsurfer, Tonga), I was rudely removed from the 

Village by Belinda Bluster, one of the officials in 

charge of the weekõs events.  
 

However, one lady is no barrier for this reporter. 

Managing to sneak back into the gymnasium, I 

managed to get a quick interview with the 

previously mentioned athletes, asking if they had to 

bribe officials in their countries to get their place on their respective 

teams. The response was òOf course not! I was selected on meritó from 

Miss Armstrong, and òEverything was clean and above boardó Miss 

Windhover. From the response and body language, one does not think 

the whole truth was presented here!  
 

After observing training routines, a great story emerged to increase the 

circulation of Worldwide Sports Sensations International. Valerie 

Armstrongõs weights snapped in half, landing on her foot and injuring her 

badly.  
 

I managed to get some great 

pictures of the action, although 

couldnõt quite manage to 

interview the crying athlete, as 

yet again Miss Bluster turned up 

and threw me out of the Village 

once more! This reporter is not 

happy at the reception he has 

received from the management 

at the games!  
 

After my bulletin from the scene 

the next day for the radio news, I 

managed to return to Hostel 23, to over -hear the athletes saying they 

believed in prayer when someone has been injured! This sounded very 

confusing indeed to me. Surely medical help would be much more 

Digby Brash is removed from the 

Olympic Village  
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sufficient? But before I could investigate further, I was 

arrested by Belinda Bluster and her security guards for 

sabotaging the weights. Of course I was dragged from 

the room, pleading my innocence. How could I have 

done this terrible crime?  

 

The next day I was released, after hearing that a similar incident had 

occurred while I was in jail. This time, Wilma Windhoverõs sailboard had 

been sawn through, causing her to become unconscious and she is now 

fighting for her life in hospital. Of course this couldnõt have been me, as I 

was locked up in that ghastly prison, so I was released. This allowed me 

to return to the crime scene to take some pictures of the beach and the 

sailboard. This lead to a very intriguing discovery.  

 

Flora Fixit, the supposed Physiotherapist of 

the games, was in fact the Saboteur! She 

had a file in her bag, which could only 

have been used to file through the weights 

and sailboard, no physiotherapist carries 

round that sort of equipment! This would 

clear my name for 

sure! 

 

Dragged into Miss 

Blusterõs office, Ms 

Fixit was 

interrogated and 

revealed as a foreign spy, sent to try and 

increase her countryõs chances at winning gold. 

Throughout, Flora didnõt seem to care that she 

had been caught and is proud of what she had 

done. She has been sent to a high security 

prison. This reporter isnõt one for personal input, 

but good riddance!  
 

This made room for a safe and well presented 

closing ceremony, with Valerie Armstrong 

picking up two gold medals for her weightlifting; 

however she graciously gave one to the frail 

Wilma Windhover.  
 

Letõs just hope and pray that the games in four 

years time wonõt be quite so dramatic! 
 

Digby Brash (a.k.a. Dan Gooding)  

Flora Fixit is arrested 

Valerie Armstrong (of 

Moldova) wins her gold 

medal  
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TINY TOTS TINY TOTS ðð  SUMMER FSUMMER FUNUN  
August, a time for a break from the Tiny Tots routine and what fun we had 

meeting at various venues.  
 

More than 50 of us met at Sharnfold PYO. As we had such a large group I 

was able to persuade the owner to bring out his tractor and trailer and 

away we went round the farm trail, past the lake absolutely brimming with 

fish and we saw ducks, pigs and cows. There were so many of us he had 

to do two trips! We enjoyed the play area and our picnic lunch and 

almost everyone did PYO with fruit, vegetables or flowers before leaving 

for home.  
 

At Hampden Park we met at the 

play area. A bright sunny start to 

the day but by the time we were 

ready for lunch a few drops of 

rain began to fall. The children 

ôcampedõ under a tree to eat, a 

young squirrel joined us and we 

enjoyed watching him whilst we 

ate.  A fallen tree was fun to climb 

on and 

then it 

was time 

to feed the 

ducks. A group ended the day with tea at the 

tea chalet.  
 

Airbourne was on the day that we planned our 

beach outing. Not many came, but those who 

did enjoyed a picnic in lovely sunny weather 

whilst we watched some of the aircraft.  
 

If you like getting wet you should have joined us 

on our visit to the fire station. Our host fireman 

showed us the fire engine and everyone had a 

turn to sit in it and test out the siren and flashing 

lights. The highlight of the morning was when he 

Feeding the ducks  

Picnic at Hampden Park  

Fun at the fire station  
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turned on the hoses, one of foam and one of water creating a foamy 

lake which was fun to splash in, everyone got very wet! There was tea/ 

coffee and cakes in my garden to finish but some had to go home as 

they were so wet and didnõt have a change of clothes.   
 

Between 50 and 60 adults and children joined together for our last 

meeting in August: a Pirate themed Picnic in Abbots Wood. We made 

pirate hats and wore eye patches, there were parrots to colour in bright 

colours and if you put a penny on the tail they would sit on a branch (if 

you want to know more, see me). A scavenger hunt kept us busy and 

there was a prize for everyone who took part. Some fun in the play area 

and a visit to the ice cream van ended the day.  
 

September 4 th and we are back in the lounge and our project each 

week will lead up to our harvest celebrations.  
 

Rene Allcorn  

CURRY NIGHT REPORTCURRY NIGHT REPORT 
Well done to Asha, Sangster 

and friends from Kerala who 

fed 70 of us with a superb 

curry supper. We discovered 

something of life in India 

including the perils of a 

motorbike journey and the 

struggles faced by many 

Christians. We also learned 

about the Neerekshe project 

building a school, church and 

hospital in the village 

of Muranpur, about the 8 children 

who have become part of Asha and 

Sangster's home and about those 

who first brought the gospel from 

England to India. Thank you.  

 

(There was only one complaint from 

some - Asha, you were too kind, the 

curry wasn't hot enough!! So later in 

the year there will be a special hot 

curry night - not for the faint hearted!)  
 

David Bourne  

Asha & Fiona serving one of 

the curries  


