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DIRTY, ROTTEN SCOUNRELS!

61 just find the whole thing disgrac
61 f | had done something I|ike that,
wouldn't they?5d

6l think they should rename the Hous
Conmen. ©

6At the end of the day they're all/l a
I dondt suppose that | need to tell

comments recorded by a newspaper on the streets of Britain in the past

2 weeks or so. The last month has not been a great time for that grand

old institution of British democracy 0 the House of Commons. Images of
pigs with their snouts in the trough seem to all  -too -easily come to mind.

Of course, the whole thing is
deplorable. The idea of wealthy men
and women (some of them
millionaires) stuffing their pockets with
even more money at the expense of
hard -working, generally much lower -
paid taxpayers is not a pretty sight.
But as | watched the frenzy that has
been whipped up over the issue, one
or two niggling little thoughts come to
mind.
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The first is, O6dhave we got the | eaders
the apostle talks of those who should be leaders in the

church, he uses words such-as O6above re
controll edd, O6gentl ed, O6not quarrel some
moneyd, Ooworthy of respectd, O6not malic

60t r ust wilolTimothyy3% 2,3,8, 11)

And surely we wouldndt want such a char
to church | eadership. Wouldndét we want
the same standard? But, if we do, how much regard do we take of

someone®6s character when we vote for tF
whether or not they agree with us? How many people only ever vote

Labour or only ever vote Conservative 0 having no idea of the person

they are actually voting for? In which case, do we give our politicians

the i mpression that wedre not terribly
character is like? Have we got the leaders we deserve?

Or herebds another thought, ©&édshould we L
pretty explicit: ©6all have fRamhahse3wv?23g.hor t
The human race doesndt generally do wel
not just 6t hemd, itds us as well . |l sndt

regulations, because we know that humanity is pretty weak when it
comes to doing the rigbthettwi hg ndbt weebdh

6everyone el se does itd? | am as angry
that allowed these things to happen in the first place as | am at those

who took advantage of them. Why dondt w
oversight of these things standing up and apologising 0 and maybe

even resigning & over this issue?

And then the words of Jesus come to mind, the comment he made to
the religious leaders who brought the adulterous woman for him to

condemn: &6if any of you is without sin,
at h&mBv]). So maybe, to reword Jesusd
present circumstances, I could say 0i

f
-never done something you shouldndét hav
get away with it, never done something because everyone else does it,
even though you know that if your company knew about it then they
woul dndt be bdatlenletphat manorewdman be the first to

throw a stone at our politiciansd.
| wonder if, as happened when Jesus challenged the religious leaders,
we would have a similar situation of 08

go away one aJdohn8v®)i med?
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