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LOVE AND MISSION

As I d8dm sure you know, February 14th is

Valentine? Unfortunately, as is often the case with these things, the origins

of it all are slightly veiled, with competing versions of the original story. In

one version Valentine was a Christian priest who was executed for
secretly performing marriage ceremonies when the Roman Emperor
Claudius Il had forbidden young men to marry, on the grounds that
bachelors make better soldiers. In another version, the day is named after
an early Christian martyr, killed by the Romans for refusing to renounce his
faith.

Whatever the truth of the matter, it would seem that the original story has
little to do with flowers, chocolates, cuddly cherubs or pink fluffy little
hearts.

What the story would seem to want to as
willing to do in the name of God who is
willing to go? Would you be willing to even give up your life if the

alternative was denying God or his ways? It does all seem a very long

way from the celebrations that are held in our country each year.



All of this came to mind after | came back from a meeting up in

Crowborough one Saturday morning back in the middle of January. It

was a meeting of the PCCs of all the Anglican churches in our area d and
the theme was Oomissiond.

The aim of the speakers was to

encourage churches to realise that, in

the words of one writer | came across
recently, o6the Church |
become a missionary church. We can

no longer rely on people coming

through our doors and we cannot assume any knowledge of the

Christian faith in those who live around us. It is important that churches

are outward -looking and do not simply rely on what worked in the past.

As the Bishop of Manchester has recently been reported as saying (and

as others have said for a long time) within a generation the Church of

England may disappear if it does not stop the recent decline. Mission

must dominate the agenda for churchesd.

But o6émi ssiond isndt just about sending
them about Jesus. Christianity has been a missionary religion ever since

Jesus sent out seventy two of his followers in Luke chapter 10, with the
instruction to, oOHeal the sick who are
God is near you.'dé6 The word gospel me
always been a central pillar of the Christian faith to go to places near

and far to tell people about this good
but also near as in 6over the garden fe
The apostle Peter tells us that every Christian (not just the special few)

should 6al ways be prepared to give an a
to give the reason for the hope that yo

So whatoés all that got to do with Saint
ask the question, why did he do what he did? Why was he prepared

even to die for what he did?

The answers would seem to be

because of his love for God, and the
ways of God 0 and also because of

his love for others. Why did so many

of Jesusd disciple:c
their faith? Because their love for

God and his ways was so great that

they could think of nothing worse

than denying or disowning him (not




even death). But also because of their love for those who lived around
him 8 more than anything, they wanted those people to know God as
they knew God, to have the eternal peace and security that they had.
This was so important to them, that they were even willing to die for it.

So if you find yourself buying a Valent
couple of weeks, maybe spare a thought for how the story came about,

and consider its implications on your life. Are there people in your life who

do not know the love of God in their life d if so, what would you be willing

to do to help them discover this beautiful knowledge and eternal wisdom

for themselves?

Stan Tomalin
Minister at Emmanuel

VISION SUNDAY/AGM

SUNDAY 21 MARCH, 10.30 AM
Make a note of the date for our annual Vision Sunday/AGM as we
review the past year and look forward to where God may lead us and
as we commit ourselves afresh with our time, talents and money in the
service of the King.
Papers for the meeting will be sent out in advance to all Electoral Roll
members

I f you regularly attend St Maryds b
please talk to David Bourne

CONFIRMATION/BAPTISM

We are planning for a Confirmation at S
probably at 7.30 pm.

If you were baptized as a child but want now as an adult to declare

publicly your faith and commitment to the Lord Jesus as a member of his

church then Confirmation is a great opportunity to do that. Or perhaps

youbve recently become a Christian but
why not think seriously about Baptism and Confirmation.

If you would like to know more please talk to David, John or Stan as soon
as possible.



SERMON SERIES

SUNDAYS @ 8.0@&m

1John, 6 Aut hent i ¢ GClhawiwe ¢an ke suretwhab real
Christianity |l ooks like plus a | ook at .
Luke 13-15

SUNDAYS @ 10.3@m

God0ds Ey@en¥gsisdivl). ForJanuary-March 2010 wedre g
to the beginning, to Genesis, to take a look at this world and life as God

intends it to be. Is there a reason for our existence? What is life meant to

be about? Fundamental questions that determine how we view our world,

one another and God.

Feb 21 The God who Speaks  (Romans 1; 1-17

Feb 28 The God who Judges (Romans 1; 18 3; 20)
March 7 The God who Saves. (Romans 3; 21-31 & 5; 1-11)
March 14  The God who Frees (Romans 6 & 7)

March 21 The God who Keeps (Romans 8)
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! LENT BIBLE FOCUS

1 Again this year a great opportunity for St

IMaryds to welcome the

: area for Sunday evenings in Lent.

IThis year our speaker

I Cheeseman, vicar of Holy Trinity,

: Eastbourne.

Our theme is, 6This is our God! &6, tHhHe c
: Romans 1-8.
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BIBLE BY THE BEACH 2010
Friday 30 Aprit Monday 3 May
Congress Theatre, Eastbourne

Speakers include Alistair Begg, Jim Packer, Mike Ovey, Nick Howard, Joel V

Music led by Stuart Townend

A full programme for all ages
Prices for weekend passes ¢60C

Further details and booking available NOW



INTRODUCING DAN, JO AND LYDIA
OUR NEXT CURATE & FAMI LY AT

Hi there,

By way of introducti on, | 8dm Dan and for
wife Jo, daughter Lydia and | have been living in North London training at

Oak Hill College. Wedve had a great ti me
the sea as wedre both originally from Su

from Rustington over in West Sussex.

Lydia was born three months before we moved to London while | was

wor king as a Youth and Childrends worker
Chichester. Since then Jof6s switched job
and while at Oak Hill, apart from sittin

loved being involved in Bible studies for other spouses and the parent and
toddler group, Little Acorns.

Webve been wusin
recent snowfall to

prepare Lydia for her

first skiing tr
heading to France for a

week, making the most

of the luxury of university
Omitder m hol i days

As well as skiing, other
Henderson interests
include: reading for

hours, fixing - and using! -
all things technological,
Disney films, baking,

| (and eating things that
have been baked),
playdough, playing the
guitar and our Nintendo
Wii . (Wedl !l 1e
you to guess who likes
what!)

Wedre all real |
that God has called us

to Hailsham and look forward to getting to know you all and being a part

of his plans for St. Maryds.

Dan Henderson



A PASSION FORLIFE .

Friday 26 March
AFTERNOON TEA3 pm @ EMMANUEL (:1
Speaker 6 Roger Carswell

AN EVENING WITH ROGER CARSWELL * _ : 3
8 pm @ All Souls, Eastbourne . c .

Monday 29 March with Fiona Castle
and Tuesday 30 March with Henry Olonga

more details to follow

(Unfortunately the evening with Gavin Peacock on Wednesday 31 has
been cancelled)

MUSTARD SEED SHOEBOX £~
APPEAL

The support for the Mustard Seed shoebox

appeal (Love in a Box) has again been
tremendous. Peopl e at St
family have again been so generous which has
been greatly appreciated by myself, the

Mustard Seed team and, of course, by the

children receiving the boxes. With considerable

help we have managed to send 215 boxes MUSTQPD S@Q,D
whi ch although somewhat ( RELIEF MISSIONS
total, is still very pleasing. SHOWING LOVE IN ACTION

. With my being ill for a good

part of the year, this was achieved mainly by the
wonderful effort of a good friend Brenda Fly who
packed the majority of my boxes.

Mustard Seed sent 42,000 boxes this year which was

some 1800 better than | ast

‘ were distributed throughout Romania, Ukraine and
Moldova.

Thank you again for helping to make Christmas so much more enjoyable
for so many children.

Margaret Booth

For Ife




CHURCH FINANCE NEWS

As we start a new decade | am now able to share with you our
financial results and information for the past year 2009.

I would also |like to say a sincere 0th
and wish you all 6a very happy and pea
2009 RESULTS:

We continue to 6give thanksd for all o]

1 Regular giving averaged at £4950 per month (a little short of our

target of £5500 per month)
1 Tax repayment on Covenanted giving increased to £14700 in 2009,
from £11700 in 2008 & this is an excellent response
The é&mi6tecontributed A4500 to Gener al
Gener al Fund (ie. Our ©6Housekeeping ¢
over the year of £1720

f
f

But in addition to above deficit we had to pay the following costs:

1 New Printer / Duplicator - £ 3450
T Architectds Fees -£ 4500
9 Balance of Lounge Roof Repair -£ 3000

Our total deficit in 2009, including all the above items, is therefore
£12670.

This means that our Capital Reserves have now reduced to £20700; but
we have also had to transfer a further £10000 from Reserves on 1 st
January 2010 to commence funding year 2010. In the short -term we
will therefore need to be cautious before embarking on any new
expenditure plans.

2010 NEWS:

| am grateful to report that we have just received a new legacy

donation of £5000 for Church funds and a further donation of £250 for

the Lounge Roof Repair fund. Please ©69g

Finally, please continue to pray for G
financial issues in this New year.

Many thanks and best wishes.

Paul Burson (Hon. Treasurer)



MISSION DONATIONSYEAR 2009

We are pleased to let you know that at the end of last year, and
including the Christmas collections, we gave the following Mission
Donations. We have received very grateful letters of thanks from all

concerned:

BCMS (Crosslinks)
Meg Booth (WEC)
Careforce (re Sangster & Asha)
Chil drends

Release International

I n addition the
Mary6s funds duri
charities.

Paul Burson (Hon Treasurer)

EASTER
LILIES

Anybody wishing to
donate £2.50 for a lily in
memory of a loved one at
Easter, please contact me
on 846579 or in church.

This arrangement has been
so successful over the past
few years and the money
given has covered the cost
of Easter flowers.

The list of those
remembered will be
displayed in church.

Thank you all for your
continued support.
Evelyn Evenden

Soci ety
The Neerekshe Trust (re Sangster & Asha)

OFri
ng

£1400.00
£1400.00
£800.00
£270.00
£270.00
£270.00

ends
20009 ;

Thank you to everyone who
has donated money and
arranged the flowers during
2009. Now having just
cleared the Christmas
flowers, it is time to think
about the 2010 rota. Anyone
willing to do the flowers, or
alternatively donate money
for special dates, | would be
happy to arrange the
flowers for them. Please
contact me at church or
phone 846579.

Thank you

Evelyn Evenden
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CURRY AND GAMES EVEING

@

MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER

They say that men — .

never grow up, they are all '
boys at heart, we therefore
decided not to go against
the saying and it was with
much excitement that we got
the scalextric, table tennis,
snhooker, table football and
playstation ready for the boys N g ’ ; B
to play with! TR e A

However, before we could start playing we had some eating to do and
were able to enjoy a wonderful Indian meal prepared by Asha and
helped by Lyn, Kim and Meg. 25 boys (gentlemen!) sat down to a 3
course meal, including a choice of two curries for the main course. The
food was excellent, so much so that several had
seconds, and some even thirds. They say that the
ladies can talk a lot but | think that the men were

not too far behind during the meal. It was good to
see so many join us with some joining us for the first
time, with everyone having a good time and getting
to know each other.

After everyone was fed it
was time to get down to
the serious business of playing the games. For
&8 some it had been a few years since they had

gl last picked up a table tennis bat, some however
looked as if they had been getting some
practice in beforehand! The driving on the
playstation game was a bit erratic, if you see
some on the roads in and around Hailsham |
should give them a wide berth! The scalextric
was a big hit, not everyone was able to keep their cars on the track all
the time and we also have some future (or past) snooker professionals
amongst us.

The evening finished about 11.00 p.m. when | had to unplug the
playstation to let some know that it was time to go! Thanks again to the
ladies for helping prepare the meal and all their hard work during the
afternoon and the evening, it was greatly appreciated.

David Gooding
10




CRAFT GROUPS CHRISTMAS FAYRE

On November 25th the St. Mary's Craft Group and the Crafty

Companions held a Christmas Fayre in the Church Lounge. It was a
beautiful day and we had good support from the people of Hailsham

and many Church Members. We sold Bric a Brac, cakes and many items
that had been made during the year by the members and we made

over £500.

We would like to thank all the 3 :
members who worked so hard '
and the public who came to
support us

Val Bulgin

EASTER FAYRE

Following the success of the Christmas Fayre, the Craft Groups are holding a

Easter Fayre

When? Wednesday 24th March from 10.00z00pm

Where? Church Lounge

Vd] peo Manyodfthem® including Easter baskets and other
Eastethemed things, & not forgetting-arlrac,
cakes and teas.

Entrance: 50p

11



CHI LDRENGS OWYERRRPARTVE

On Saturday9"January 2010, St. Maryds held a
who attend Children6s church and FAB
Club.

Despite the wintry conditions 15 children

were able to come along and enjoy a

circus themed party. They had fun

playing games such as Pin the Nose on

the Clown, Pass the Parcel and using a

parachute to bounce the clownds nose in
the air!

Unfortunately, the balloon modelling lady
was snowbound in Uckfield, but the
children could have their faces painted
and made clown hats to wear before enjoying a delicious party tea. We
then just had time to do the Hokey Cokey before it was time to put back on
our wellies and warm clothes to brave the blizzards once again!

We had our faces painted!

Thank you to everybody who
provided food and helped on the
day 4 the children had great fun!

Lyn & David Gooding

Tucking into the tea!

12



