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ONE SMALL STEP ONE SMALL STEP ðð  THE MOST IMPORTANTTHE MOST IMPORTANT  
 

Yes, itõs 40 years since we all 

watched those amazing pictures of 

the astronauts stepping out on to 

the surface of the moon, 21 July 

1969. In Neil Armstrongõs words, 

ôone small step for man, one giant 

leap for mankindõ. Amazing that 

human beings could be capable of 

such exploits of discovery and that, 

just one advance among so many 

in the past hundred years.  

Yet those very advances raise a 

question. Who are we ð what are 

we, to be capable of such exploits 

and indeed at the same time 

capable of causing such grief and suffering. Human beings who are able 

to create so much and destroy so much.  

Interestingly Armstrongõs fellow astronaut, James Irwin, has a different 

take. Under a photograph of the moon landing which he once presented 

as a gift Irwin wrote these words, ôGod walking on the earth is more 

important than man walking on the moonõ. 
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Journeys can be made to the moon and maybe weõll 

see them again if the American space programme is 

revised and China and Russia and India join the race. 

Maybe weõll see even longer journeys to Mars but the 

question remains, whatõs it all for, for who are we to 

pursue these discoveries? That was Irwinõs point, to 

understand who we are and make sense of this, in 

Stephen Hawkingõs words, ômedium sized planet, orbiting around an 

average star in the outer suburbs of an ordinary spiral galaxyéõ we 

actually need someone from outside of our history and discoveries, 

someone who can see the whole picture from beginning to end and who 

can speak with authority. So for Irwin the really important journey was God 

coming to us, walking the earth, not only coming as God the Creator to his 

creation but in doing so showing us what it is to be truly human, created to 

be like him. Itõs a reminder that there is a Creator,  that he has spoken to us, 

that he is concerned for us and can unlock the puzzles of our existence.  
 

And thereõs one thing more. If our questions ask who we are to be capable 

of such discoveries, such creativity and yet at the same time to wonder 

how we can be capable of such cruelty and promote such evil they also 

point us to an answer and a hope. The God who walked on the earth 

invites us to make another journey, to take another small step, far more 

significant than the one Neil Armstrong took 40 years ago. One small step 

not from the foot of a spaceship but to the foot of a Roman cross ð the one 

place where this God says he will meet us. There weõll discover our hope, a 

forgiveness, a remaking of our brokenness; there 

weõll discover our true purpose growing like him as 

we follow him and there weõll discover our future, 

made not for this present world but for Godõs new 

creation.  

Thatõs the really giant leap we can make to the 

side of the man from heaven, the man on the 

cross. 

As Irwin has also said our hope is not that a man 

walked on the moon but that another man, the 

God -Man, Jesus Christ, hung on the cross.  

 

So letõs celebrate that 40 year old achievement 

but letõs place our hope in the 2000 year old one, 

the victory of Jesus.  
 

Enjoy the summer!  
 

David Bourne  
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SERMON SERIESSERMON SERIES  
 

SUNDAYS @ 8.00 am  
Ephesians ð Living Truth  

Knowing what God has done for us through Jesus and living that 

truth 24/7 in Hailsham.  

Songs for the Journey ñPsalms 120-134  
 
 

SUNDAYS @ 10.30 am    
The Fellowship of the King  

Exploring what it means to be church, a living fellowship that loves 

and serves one another.  

Look for the Signs ð God on the earth! (September)  

Helpfully John tells us why he wrote his gospel, ôJesus did many other 

miraculous signs in the presence of the disciples which are not 

recorded in this book, but these are written that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his nameõ.  John is convinced that we can know 

God because God stepped on to the earth to introduce himself to us 

and he sets out good reasons for his conviction. In the first half of his 

gospel he sets out 7 signs which tell us about Jesus and his true 

identity. We going to take a look at those signs and finish just before 

Christmas with the verdict of two witnesses, John the Baptist and 

John the apostle and gospel writer. So come and see for yourself 

and meet the real Jesus.  

 

SUNDAYS @ 6.30 pm   
Focus on Jesus  

Through the eyes of Matthew we will be focusing on Jesusõ teaching 

in chapter 11.  

Songs for the Journey  

We will also be looking at some of the Songs of Ascents, beautiful 

Psalms describing the pilgrim journey of the believer.  

On the Way Home! 1Peter (September)  

Peter reminds us just how amazing it is to be a Christian, tells us of our 

privilege as Godõs people but also of our challenge to live as Godõs 

people in home, work and church. However always on the horizon is 

our real home Godõs new creation and with Jesus weõre on the way! 
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MIDWEEK COMMUNIONMIDWEEK COMMUNION  
  

From the beginning of August the Wednesday Communion at 11 am 

will cease to be weekly but move to a monthly slot on the 

Wednesday after the first Sunday of each month. We much regret 

having to make this change and although there remains a tiny band 

who support this service, in recent months numbers have often been 

down to one or less! However we hope that this monthly slot might 

prove an attractive option to others and that in this form the service 

can flourish. (5 August, 9 Sept, 7 Oct, 4 Nov, 9 Dec)  

SANGSTER AND ASHASANGSTER AND ASHA  
  

It has been wonderful to have had Asha and Sangster with us for the past 

11 months. They have made a tremendous contribution to the life of St 

Maryõs in so many ways and we do thank them. 
 

They have now returned to India to see their families again but plan to 

return to take up their work here in early September. However their return 

is subject to a fresh visa application, they will apply for a fresh visa to 

enter the UK in the week 

beginning 3 August in 

Bangalore. We believe 

that Jesus reigns and that 

if He plans for them to 

continue their work in 

Hailsham that visa will be 

granted. So pray to the 

Lord for safe traveling, for 

a smooth application 

process and we trust for a 

positive decision for us to 

welcome them back on 

10 September.  

 

David Bourne  
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RETIREMENT NEWSRETIREMENT NEWS  
 

This summer seems to be the time to retire!  

 

Peter and Angela Walters have 

announced that they are retiring 

from the leadership of Bite In. They 

have led this arm of our outreach 

ministry to the town for the past 7 

years and seen Bite In become a 

flourishing, popular spot each Friday 

morning as well as providing an 

advert for the gospel and for the life 

of St Maryõs. 

Well done, Peter and Angela, and 

thank you! (Enjoy the lie -in Friday 

mornings!)  

 

Also retiring is Rene Allcorn. Rene has 

for many years been at the heart of our 

work with younger children and their 

families but now she feels itõs time to 

retire from Tiny Tots and from Childrenõs 

Church. Once again, a huge thank you 

to Rene for her tireless work and 

dedication. Well done, Rene, and 

thank you.  
 

The good news is that the work of the 

gospel most definitely goes on!! We are 

already putting in place arrangements 

to continue a Mums and Toddlers 

ministry each week and Bite In will carry 

on serving the coffee on Friday 

mornings. Thatõs whatõs exciting about 

the gospel, it doesnõt in the end depend on us. We rightly value the 

contribution of each and every member of the church but there will 

always come a time when it is right for someone to retire or change role 

from the ministry in which theyõve been involved but with God that 

doesnõt spell the end but new beginnings and new opportunities. 
 

Peter and Angela  

Rene  
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So please pray for the future of both Mums and Toddlers and Bite In, 

for new opportunities, for new ways to reach out with Godõs good 

news, for God to build his church here at St Maryõs. 

And by the way Ron Timms is also about to retire, from his day job that 

is, and will, along with Pam Smith, be joining the Bite In team in the 

autumn.  
 

We also report that Fiona Bourne, while 

not retiring, will be moving on from St 

Maryõs and relinquishing her role in 

leading Pathfinders. Fiona has supported 

Pathfinders for the past three years and 

we thank her for her commitment to 

them. She is moving to live in Eastbourne 

and will get further involved in what has 

been her Sunday evening and midweek 

church, All Souls in Susans Road.  
 

But as we say, the work of the gospel 

goes on and we need your involvement 

so if you would like to consider being 

involved in the Bite In ministry, with the 

Sunday groups for young people or with Mums and Toddlers midweek 

please talk to David or John asap.  
 

David Bourne  

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEKCHRISTIAN AID WEEK  
During Christian Aid Week 2009, churches in 

Hailsham and Hellingly collected £3313, 

mainly from house to house collections.   This excellent total included 

£420 collected by St Mary's, £1710 for St Peter and St Paul and £1283 

from Emmanuel.    
 

Congratulations to all who took part in the CAW collection, and 

many thanks to all who contributed in various ways.   All the signs are 

that CAW was once again a great success across the country, and 

will have provided invaluable funds for Christian Aid's work in aid of 

the poor and suffering of the world.  
 

Michael Nix  

Fiona  
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REFLECTIONS  REFLECTIONS    
FROM THE EYES OF AN INDIAN WOMAN! 

The last year in the work at our village in MURANPUR (India) which is part of 

NEEREKSHE TRUST was a very challenging, 

exhausting and satisfying one. We had 

worked very hard too. Then the invitation to 

attend òBible by the Beachó from 1st to 4 th 

May was something I was looking forward to. 

I drank in all I could from the preaching of 

Godõs Word and was blessed to see the 

company of Godõs chosen people in this 

region of the world. Those 4 days brought 

freshness in my hunger for God. Many thanks 

to David Bourne for the part played by him to 

this end.  
 

My stay with Sangster and Asha was a 

blessed one. I have been refreshed physically 

and feel strong to face the challenging tasks 

ahead in India. I will take back with me 

memories of this wonderful fellowship at the 

St Maryõs Church, Hailsham. You are to me a 

MODEL CHURCH. I was able to see some 

outstanding features of the life here.  
 

Your well structured ways and earnest attempts to EVANGELISM with new 

people ð children, young people, those in distress and many others of 

various strata in small groups and also on òOne to Oneó basis is a great 

encouragement. You seem to be following the Early Church pattern.  
 

The FELLOWSHIP groups are building up various individuals in small groups. 

There again the teaching of Godõs word by lay people is very 

encouraging. The willingness with which lay people prepare and teach is 

worth mentioning. The care shown to bring in the elderly and those 

without transport facilities to the study groups is a beautiful gesture.  
 

I wish to see many of these ways emulated in our Indian context. I shall 

encourage my Indian friends to try out some of your practices..  
 

I also covet your prayer support for the work we are doing in Muranpur 

village among the poorer sections of children and women through 

education and vocational training. We would greatly value this 

partnership in the gospel.  
 

God bless you all!  
 

Gladys Peter  
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AUTUMN CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED AUTUMN CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED   
 

A new series of Christianity Explored is 

starting soon!  
 

If you think you would be interested talk to 

David or John as soon as possible.  
 

Not yet a Christian and want to know what 

itõs all about?  Still a new Christian and keen 

to get the basics clear?  New to St Maryõs 

and want to make a fresh start? Thinking 

about a housegroup but not sure?  

There are all sorts of really good reasons for 

joining up with a Christianity Explored group.  

The programme includes a basic six sessions with an extra four for those 

who want to carry on ð a great introduction to real Christianity and good 

fun too!  
 

Talk to David Bourne or John Brook.  


