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òON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN . . . òòON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN . . . ò  
If youõre a Christian youõll have said the words many many times over 

and have meant them with every fibre of your being. They are words 

from the Apostles Creed recited by Christians for centuries when they 

meet together. That of course happens on Sunday, but what about 

Monday?  
 

ôHe was a great teacherõ says one of your friends talking about Jesus in 

the aftermath of an RE lesson. ôébut thatõs all, nothing more, so why 

worship him?õ 

ôOnce youõre dead, youõre dead,õ says your colleague, well after 2 or 3 

pints, it usually takes that to get men talking. ôThis life is all there is, thatõs it 

and all that stuff about heaven ð itõs a joke.õ 

ôHe wasnõt religiousõ says your neighbour, talking about the funeral of her 

husband, it was a lovely service, just what heõd have wanted, none of 

that talk about God.õ 
 

So itõs great to recite the Creed on Sunday but what does it all mean on 

Monday? What of our belief that Jesus is alive when faced with doubt 

and skepticism and denial?  Hereõs Richard Dawkins for example in 

debate with the Christian scientist, John Lennox in 2007, ôwe come down 
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to the resurrection of Jesus. Itõs so petty. Itõs so trivial. Itõs so local. Itõs so 

earth -bound. Itõs so unworthy of the universeõ. 
 

So it seems, according to Dawkins and others, that if weõre Christians 

weõre supposed to be embarrassed by the resurrection and if we want 

to get on with the world itõs time to ditch such beliefs, or at best keep 

them to ourselves. But letõs face it belief in the resurrection, the real 

bodily resurrection of Jesus, has never seemed credible. People say 

you canõt believe in that sort of thing today, but people have never 

believed in that sort thing.  When youõre dead, youõre dead, thatõs 

what people believe in the 21 st century and what they believed in the 

1st century.  
 

But thereõs just 

one problem, the 

very public events 

of the first Easter. 

Repeatedly the 

eye witnesses tell 

us: ôon the third 

day He rose 

again.õ A precise 

historical event, as real as Jesusõ birth and death. And these witnesses 

spell it out for us, they even list at least six separate occasions when the 

risen Jesus appeared, to Peter, to the twelve disciples, to a crowd of 

over 500, to James, to the apostles and finally to Paul and that was 

only a brief summary, the full list was much longer.  

He was buried, that was the evidence that He had died, and being 

seen, heard, and touched again and again was the evidence, the 

very public evidence that He was, that He is alive. No way that this is 

private, no way we can keep this to ourselves.  
 

So very definitely this is for Mondays and not just for Sundays. This is 

public, this is history, this is for everyone. This is the reality we need when 

a loved one dies, when a colleague sees no point to life, when a 

school friend says why bother with Jesus. In fact this resurrection fact is 

most definitely the truth to believe, the truth that gives hope, and 

whatõs more gives life to live on Mondays ð life lived with and for and 

by the power of the risen Jesus.  

Not a bad description of what it means to be a Christian, ôraised with 

Christõ says Paul, living a new resurrection life; Christ alive and the Spirit 

of Christ within us and the hope of Godõs glorious future to come. So 

yes, the resurrection of Jesus matters, it changes everything, for those 

who belong to him, believe in him, are united to him it really means 
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BAPTISM/CONFIRMATIONBAPTISM/CONFIRMATIONññA GREAT A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY! OPPORTUNITY!   

There will be a Confirmation at St Maryõs on Tuesday 29 June probably at 

7.30 pm.  

If you were baptized as a child but want now as an adult to declare 

publicly your faith and commitment to the Lord Jesus as a member of his 

church then Confirmation is a great opportunity to do that. Or perhaps 

youõve recently become a Christian but have not been baptized then 

why not think seriously about Baptism and Confirmation.  

Either way this is a great opportunity to testify publicly to the Lord Jesus!  
 

If you would like to know more please talk to David or John as soon as 

possible.  

DISCIPLESHIP EXPLOREDDISCIPLESHIP EXPLORED  
MONDAYS @ 7.30 PM AT THE VICARAGE 

 

So youõve been to Christianity Explored and wonder what comes next. 

Well, why not try Discipleship Explored. So youõve become a Christian, 

where do you go from here?  Weõll be taking a look at some of the 

basics of following Jesus and some of the issues we face, ôhow can we 

be sureõ, ôsufferingõ, ôgenerosityõ, ôholinessõ and learning to read the 

Bible for ourselves.  

(April 12, 19, 26, May 10, 17, 24 and July 12, 19)  

things will never ever be the same 

again whether its Sunday or 

Monday!  
 

Why not discover more about the 

Jesus who lives. You can do so 

any Sunday at St Maryõs or 

Emmanuel why not try our 

Christianity Explored series 

designed to help you do just that.  
 

Have a great Easter, thereõs 

something to celebrate!  

 

David Bourne  



5 

THE RECORDSTHE RECORDS  
FUNERALS  

4 February    Eileen Ada Dingwall     

12 March    Nancy Helena Smart  

25 March    Raymond Evans   
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to their families  

SERMON SERIESSERMON SERIES  
 

SUNDAYS @ 8.00 am  
We return to  1 John,  ôAuthentic Christianityõ during April, how can we be 

sure what real Christianity looks like and then we pick from the churchõs 

calendar Great Realities  with a look at the Ascension of Jesus, the giving 

of the Holy Spirit and the ultimate relationship, God ð Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. 

SUNDAYS @ 10.30 am   
Resurrection Life  

Weõre used to thinking about the facts of the resurrection, the credibility of 

the eye -witness testimony, ôJesus is alive!õ However we are going to try to 

look deeper at the implications of Jesusõ resurrection, at, if you like its 

relevance. How does the resurrection change the way we live on 

Mondays? Starting Easter Sunday and for the rest of April.  

From Jesus to the Church!  

Starting in May weõre going to take a dip into one of the most challenging 

books in the Bible, Revelation but this year only in the shallow end! We will 

be looking at Jesusõ verdict on the church. The word of the Lord to the 

then seven churches in Asia ð Ephesus, Smyrna,, Pergamum, Thyatira, 

Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodecia.  A timely reminder of  Jesusõ priority  for 

His church, full of warning, challenge and massive encouragement! (and 

maybe the rest of Revelation next year!)  

SUNDAYS @ 6.30 PM 
We begin with Easter and Johnõs account of the resurrection events. Just 

one chapter, John 20, but filled with Easter certainty and hope. Weõll 

follow that with, as at 8 am, a focus on Great Realities celebrated in the 

churchõs calendar. 



6 

PRAYING TOGETHER @ ST MARYõS PRAYING TOGETHER @ ST MARYõS ðð  MEET AND MEET AND 
PRAY!PRAY!  

At our recent Vision Sunday we saw how the Bible puts the highest priority 

on Christians meeting together to encourage one another, essential for a 

healthy and growing church ð key to this is Christians meeting together to 

pray. For a number of years we have had a whole church prayer 

meeting on Wednesdays @ 12 noon, ôMeet and Prayõ. That will continue 

on three Wednesdays each month but on the fourth weõll meet instead in 

the evening @ 8 pm, starting promptly, finishing at 9.10 pm but with 

refreshments until 9.30 pm.  
 

The dates for the year are printed below, please put them in the diary 

and plan to come along and for housegroups please plan your dates to 

avoid a clash but then come along as a group to pray together.  

It would be great to demonstrate that we really are serious about going 

on with God by filling the lounge with people and with the voice of 

prayer and praise!  
 

MEET AND PRAY @ 8 PM  
April 28 (a special focus on praying for the nation)  

May 26  

June 23  

July 28 

September 22  

October 27  

November 24  

(No meeting in August or December)  
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BIBLE BY THE BEACH 2010BIBLE BY THE BEACH 2010  
Friday 30 April ÷ Monday 3 May 

Congress Theatre, Eastbourne 
Speakers include Alistair Begg, Jim Packer, Mike Ovey, Nick 

Howard, Joel Virgo 
Music led by Stuart Townend 
A full programme for all ages  

Prices for weekend passes ¢60 adults, ¢5 children  
Further details and booking available NOW 
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TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE!!  TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE!!  
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CHURCHõS ELECTION HUSTINGSCHURCHõS ELECTION HUSTINGS  
TUESDAY 27 APRIL, 7.30 PM 

 

Assuming that a General Election is called for 

Thursday 6 May there will be 

an election hustings at St 

Maryõs on Tuesday 27 April at 

7.30 pm. supported by the 

churches of Hailsham.  

This will be an opportunity to 

question the candidates in 

general but also to address the 

particular concerns of Christians.  

BITE INBITE IN  
We shall be closed on 9 and 16 April in order to accommodate, 

firstly the contractors working on the Lounge ceiling, and 

secondly the Jungle Jamboree.  
 

We look forward to seeing our regulars again on Friday 23 rd and for 

anyone whoõs  never dropped in for a snack, why not pop in one Friday 

morning? ð We shall be pleased to see you at any time between 9.30 

and midday.  

HOW TO USE YOUR NEW TEAPOT SAFELY . . .HOW TO USE YOUR NEW TEAPOT SAFELY . . .  
The following paragraphs formed part of the safety warning and product 

care for 2 new teapots recently purchased for the Bite In.  
 

¶ Do not drop the product onto the floor, or use the product as a hammer  

¶ Do not fill the product with water and place inside a freezer because 

frozen water will expand and deform the product  

¶ Do not heat up the product in open fire  

¶ Boiling water or liquid inside the product is very hot, do not attempt to 

open the lid or cover the product while applying heat....steam or hot water 

may spill out and cause bodily injury  

¶ For sandwiched bottom cookware, do not dry heat as excessive heat will 

accumulate and melt the bottom part of the cookware, leading to 

accident or injury  

¶ Do not put your fingers inside the pot as the edges are sharp and may 

cause injury  
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CHURCH FINANCE NEWSCHURCH FINANCE NEWS  
PLANNED GIVING: 
We look forward to you completing, and returning, your 2010 Pledge forms 

following our recent Vision Sunday service on March 21 st. This is always very 

helpful as it helps us to estimate more accurately our planned giving for 

the new year. Please also send in the form even if your giving will remain at 

the 2009 level. Thank you.  
 

ôFRIENDSõ DONATION: 
I am pleased to let you know that we have been able to transfer £1000 

from ôThe Friends of St. Marysõ account to help to clear the Lounge roof 

repair deficit which now reduces to £2000.  
 

JANUARY / FEBRUARY REGULAR GIVING: 
Our target for Regular (pledged) giving continues at £5500 per month for 

year 2010. In January our giving was £4740; and February £4540.  
 

HAITI APPEAL: 
Just to let you know that we sent £540 to Tear Fund for the above disaster 

appeal in early February with our love and support.  
 

Finally, please continue to pray for Godõs guidance & provision for all our 

financial issues in Year 2010.  
 

Best wishes. 
 

Paul Burson (Hon. Treasurer)  

VISION SUNDAYVISION SUNDAY  
Our Annual Church Meeting took place after the 10.30 service on 21 

March.   After re -election of wardens, treasurer and secretary, Ron Timms, 

Claire Hook and Julie Bell were elected onto the PCC for a term of 3 

years.   The decision was made to appoint 2 assistant wardens   - Pam 

Brooks and Ron Timms - to assist and support the Churchwardens.    
 

It was reported that there was still no news on the re -ordering although 

there were not thought to be any problems.    
 

The Annual Profile was said to be a fantastic window of what the church 

does in Hailsham.   Parishioners are asked to use the Profile to reflect and 

pray about all the ministry that has gone on over the past year and to 

look forward to see how God will work through St. Mary's over the coming 

year.  
 

Julie Coates  
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CHURCH BUILDING BOOKINGSCHURCH BUILDING BOOKINGS 

All groups who use, or would like to use, the church building should 

contact Julie Coates about bookings in the first instance ñtelephone 

01323 441059, email:  stmaryshailsham@googlemail.com 

CRAFTY COMPANIONSCRAFTY COMPANIONS  
On the 3 rd February 2010 we held a competition to see which member 

could make a flower arrangement using the most unusual container. 

There were many different ideas including a china boot, a tin foil dish, tea 

pots etc.  

The photos show the entries and the members who won the prizes.  Their 

entries included the plastic tops from sprays joined together, a small 

colander, a small ornamental wheelbarrow and a birdõs nesting box. 

You never know what you will do to follow the Lord!  
 

Dawn Kimpton  
  

 
 
 
 

CRAFT GROUPS EASTER FAIRCRAFT GROUPS EASTER FAIR  
The Fair raised around £300 which was divided between the two 

groups. A good time was had by all ñthe groups and those who 

came in to buy from the attractive range of items on display, and 

also to enjoy the refreshments.  
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NANCY HELENA SMARTNANCY HELENA SMART  
THE EULOGY BY RICHARD BROWN AT THE CELEBRATION OF NANCYõS LIFE 

 

Everyoneõs friend who always had time to listen 
 

She was a true Christian  
 

Nancy was born on the 6 th March 

1923 at her Grandparentsõ home in 

Cornwall.  She loved to tell people 

she was Cornish. At the age of 5 

months Nancy was taken to Egypt by 

her Mother to join her Father, a  mine 

manager in the Sinai desert.  Nancy 

spent the first 4 years of her life there 

being the only white child.  The family 

then moved to Algeria and lived in 

the Riff mountains where again 

Nancy had no other children to play 

with as her sister Rosemary was 6 

years younger than her.  

 

Nancy was taught at home by a 

Governess and became fluent in 

French. She also spoke Spanish and 

Arabic. At the age of 13 she was sent 

to boarding school in Cornwall as she 

had several Aunts and Uncles living 

there.  She loved her school years as 

it was the first time she had friends of her own age.  

In 1939 when war was declared Nancy was at home with her parents in 

Algiers so they decided to keep her with them rather than send her back 

to England.  Nancy then started a correspondence course to become an 

architect which worked well until France collapsed in 1940 and the family 

had to leave their home in 4 hours.  
 

They moved to Casablanca which is where Nancy met her beloved Harry 

who was a BCMS missionary at the time. All English men of military age 

were interned and for a while she lived in the Atlas mountains with her 

parents until they were allowed back to Casablanca.  In 1942 her father 

managed to get exit visas to go back to England but Nancy - at the age 

of 18 - refused to go with them as she wanted to stay and marry Harry.  

Her parents and sister set sail the day before her wedding.  
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Leaving Nancy out there to marry a penniless missionary at such a young 

age was a very hard decision for her parents to make as she had had a 

very privileged upbringing,  As she often said - she couldnõt even boil an 

egg and certainly couldnõt manage money.  The first time she went 

shopping for food she spent the whole months allowance in one go!  
 

A family friend managed to get Harry released from internment just in 

time for the wedding but a couple of weeks later Harry was rounded up 

with the other English men in Casablanca and sent to Meknes.  Once 

again Nancy called on old friends and managed to get him an exit visa 

and the couple escaped to Tangier.  They lived in Tangier for 4 years 

where Ronald and Barbara were born. They finally got home to England 

in 1946 and lived with Nancyõs parents in Cumbria where Pam was born.  

When it was time for them to go back to Morocco Harry was offered a 

job in a place unsuitable for children so they decided to settle in England.  
 

In 1947 Harry was appointed to his first parish in North Yorkshire.  It was 

there that the 24 year old Nancy found her vocation in life - Vicarõs Wife - 

a role she was to excel at all her life.  She is still fondly remembered, even 

after 55 years, as the Vicarõs Wife who brought òa breath of fresh airó to 

Danby Whiske.  In 1954 the family moved to the parish of Hammerwood 

here in East Sussex  where they stayed for 27 years.  Today we are joined 

by people from Hammerwood which is testament to the love and esteem 

in which she is still held.  When they left Hammerwood people said that 

the centre had gone out of the village and it was never the same.  
 

In 1981 when Harry retired they decided to move to Hailsham to be near 

Pam and her family which turned out to be the best decision as Harry 

only lived for 4 years followed by Ronaldõs death 3 years later.  The two 

deaths took their toll on Nancy and her health suffered.  The death of her 

Daughter Barbara 18 months ago saw her decline rapidly.  To lose two 

children was a lot to bear.  
 

On a happier note Nancy got immense pleasure from watching her 3 

grand -daughters grow up and marry.  She was so close to them all. Even 

though her 2 grand -sons lived so far away they were always held dearly 

in her heart.  She was so proud of her 10 great grand -children and felt 

very privileged to live long enough to see them develop into such lovely 

little people.  
 

Nancyõs door was always open and there was a warm welcome for 

anyone who walked in - a light has gone out of our lives and she will be 

sorely missed.  
 

Richard and Pam Brown  
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DADõS STORYDADõS STORY  
òDad, whatõs a fair weather friend?ó  Benõs dad, Simon, thought for a bit and 

then replied -   òOnce upon a time there was a very nice school with one 

especially nice class.  In this class was a very nice boy called James.  He was 

clever and funny and kind and everyone looked up to him.  He was always 

surrounded by a group of friends.  
  

At the end of the day most of the boys and girls in the class left together to 

catch the bus, some leaving to go their separate ways. James always walked 

home and one day, he had just waved and turned away from the others, when 

a group of boys in the school year above them moved towards him and began 

to call him names and to jostle him.  Their teasing turned to roughness and 

James was pushed so hard that he fell and one of the gang cheered and gave 

him another push as he tried to get up.  By now they were really enjoying 

themselves being thoroughly nasty.  Jamesõ friends watched in horror but the 

bus arrived and they all rushed to get on.  òHeõll be OK,ó they all agreed. 

James can look after himself.  The girls werenõt so sure but kept quiet. 

Next morning a very sore James with some unseen bruises arrived at school 

and greeted his friends rather coldly.  Relieved to see that he wasnõt badly 

hurt they turned away ashamed.  
 

òEnd of story Ben. Well, almost.  Thereõs one thing I havenõt told you.  One of 

the boys who jumped on the bus was me.ó  òAnd was it Uncle James, who is 

your very best friend?ó I asked.  òIt wasó he replied.  òOne day I said I was 

really sorry and he forgave me.  Weõve been good friends ever since.  I grew 

up a lot that day. Now do you know 

what a fair weather friend is?ó  

There was silence while they each 

thought about it, then a puzzled Dad 

asked, òWhy did you ask the question 

Ben?ó òWell, itõs just that I heard 

someone call Jesusõ followers that 

nameó Ben replied.   
 

Letõs have a lookó Dad said as he 

reached for a Bible and found ð 
 

Mark 14: v 48 -51.and Luke 23: v 34.  
  

Love from Grandma Dot  
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Holiday Club 


