
  

50p50p  

òKNOWING JESUSñ 

MAKING JESUS KNOWNó 



2 

* Easter Realities ................................   2 

* Sermon Series ..................................   4 

* The Records  ....................................   4 

* Bible by the Beach  .........................   5 

* Church Finance News  ...................   6 

* Starship Discovery! Holiday Club  ..   7 

* Making Friends . . . .  ........................   8 

* Friends & Heroes Concert  ............. 10 

* Womenõs Day Conference ........... 12 

* London Menõs Convention ........... 13 

* Reconciliation  ................................. 14 

* Prayer Page  .................................... 15 

* St Maryõs Calendar for April .......... 16/17  

* St Maryõs Calendar for May .......... 18/19  

* Padres on Parade  .......................... 20 

* Homemakers  .................................. 21 

* Christian Aid Week  ......................... 21 

* Jumper & Wobble  .......................... 22 

* Delighting in God  ........................... 24 

* Emmanuel Calendar  ..................... 25 

* Emmanuel Contacts  ..................... 26 

* Daily Bread Missions  ....................... 27 

* 100 Years Ago  ................................. 28 

* The Crossword  ................................ 29 

* St Maryõs Contacts ......................... 30/31  

* St Maryõs Housegroups .................. 31 

* Easter Celebrations  ........................ 32 

EASTER REALITIESEASTER REALITIES  
I think that this time of year, toward the end of March and leading up to 

Easter, sees the Vicarage garden at its best. The yellow and white of 

countless daffodils dancing in the breeze (due acknowledgement to 

Wordsworth), buds appearing, hedges springing into life and the grass, 

seemingly green again in the spring sunshine. Thatõs today, but what 

about the rest of the year?  
 

I wonder if youõre someone whoõs always getting things wrong? Failed 

your driving test 15 times, always buy the wrong thing at the supermarket, 

forget what you should have been doing and fail to turn up, can never 

remember peopleõs names? And when it comes to God, well perhaps 

you reckon youõve got it wrong there too. Yes, deep down youõd say you 

believe in God; yes, somehow Jesus still matters but youõre not sure how 

or why or what difference it should make. Deep down you know youõve 

not really taken it seriously. And Easter, well thereõs those daffodils and 

thereõs always a chocolate egg or ten but what does it really mean and 

what difference will it make?  

 

Well thereõs at least one person in the events of Easter who didnõt take it 

seriously either. In fact he got it totally wrong. Thomas was one of Jesusõ 

closest friends and yet he ends up being one of the first people on record 

to insist that when Jesus died, he stayed dead. He wasnõt a sceptical 

enemy but a sceptical friend, perhaps a bit like many of us. He knew 

Jesus well. He had eaten meals with him, listened to his teaching, 

watched his miracles. He was a friend and yet even after all this he 
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refused to believe that Jesus could possibly have risen from the dead. Then 

maybe we shouldnõt blame him, after all dead people simply donõt come 

back to life. Indeed, even when all his friends insisted that they had seen 

Jesus, Thomas was still not convinced. He wouldnõt be convinced, not until 

heõd seen for himself. 
 

However, within a few days Thomas got the shock of his life, Jesus standing in 

front of him ð ôput your finger here, see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.õ   There was nothing else 

Thomas could do but fall at Jesus feet, Jesus ômy Lord and my Godõ, he said.  

 

So how did Jesus expect people to 

respond at Easter? Clearly not by just 

admiring the daffodils or indulging in 

the chocolate. And not by remaining 

like sceptical friends, as it were, sitting 

on the fence but with the same 

response of surrender and 

commitment and worship to Jesus 

that we eventually see from Thomas. 

You see the events of Easter spell out 

an unequivocal message that Jesus 

is the one and only Lord and Saviour, 

King and Judge. It tells us that he is 

the only expert on life and death, the 

only expert on the future and 

therefore the ultimate one that we 

need to listen to and to deal with. 

What a tragedy if we should fail to 

take seriously the only one who has 

the answers and the only one who can give us any hope for the future. Any 

number of people have claimed to have the answers, religious leaders, 

philosophers, politicians, and without exception they are all dead and 

stayed dead except for one, Jesus. And thereõs too much evidence for his 

resurrection to ignore it.  
 

So take a tip from the man who to begin with got Easter hopelessly wrong 

and take it seriously by deciding to give 

your life to follow, not a dead hero, but the 

living God and enjoy the wonder of living 

as his friend. Not a once a year treat but 

an everyday joy that lasts forever!  
 

Easter really can make the difference!  
 

David Bourne  


