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EASTER REALITIES

I think that this time of year, toward the end of March and leading up to

Easter, sees the Vicarage garden at its best. The yellow and white of

countless daffodils dancing in the breeze (due acknowledgement to

Wordsworth), buds appearing, hedges springing into life and the grass,
seemingly green again in the spring sun
about the rest of the year?

I wonder i f youdre someone whods al ways
your driving test 15 times, always buy the wrong thing at the supermarket,
forget what you should have been doing and fail to turn up, can never

remember peopleds names? And when it <co
you reckon youdve got it wrong there to
believe in God; yes, somehow Jesus stil
or why or what difference it should mak
not really taken it seriously. And East
thereds always a chocolate egg or ten b
what difference will it make?

Well therebds at | east one person in h
seriously either. I n fact he got it tot
closest friends and yet he ends up being one of the first people on record

to insist that when Jesus died, he stay

enemy but a sceptical friend, perhaps a bit like many of us. He knew

Jesus well. He had eaten meals with him, listened to his teaching,

watched his miracles. He was a friend and yet even after all this he
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refused to believe that Jesus could possibly have risen from the dead. Then

maybe we shouldndt blame him, after all
back to life. Indeed, even when all his friends insisted that they had seen

Jesus, Thomas was still not convinced. H
heéd seen for himself.

However, within a few days Thomas got the shock of his life, Jesus standing in

frontofhim 6 put your finger here, see my hand
put it into my side. St olheradw@sunbthingelse and b
Thomas could do but fall at Jesus feet,Jesus &é my Lor d andhesad. Goc

So how did Jesus expect people to
respond at Easter? Clearly not by just
admiring the daffodils or indulging in
the chocolate. And not by remaining
like sceptical friends, as it were, sitting
on the fence but with the same
response of surrender and
commitment and worship to Jesus
that we eventually see from Thomas.
You see the events of Easter spell out
an unequivocal message that Jesus
is the one and only Lord and Saviour,
King and Judge. It tells us that he is
the only expert on life and death, the
only expert on the future and
therefore the ultimate one that we
need to listen to and to deal with.
What a tragedy if we should fail to

: ‘ take seriously the only one who has
the answers and the only one who can give us any hope for the future. Any
number of people have claimed to have the answers, religious leaders,
philosophers, politicians, and without exception they are all dead and
stayed dead except for one, Jesus. And t
resurrection to ignore it.

So take a tip from the man who to begin with got Easter hopelessly wrong
and take it seriously by deciding to give

your life to follow, not a dead hero, but the L
living God and enjoy the wonder of living
as his friend. Not a once a year treat but
an everyday joy that lasts forever!

Easter really can make the difference!

David Bourne



SERMON SERIES
SUNDAYS @ 8.08m

The Lor dgsartifgrinaviayg r

Revisiting Jesus response to his
us to pray®o.

SUNDAYS @ 10.38m

The Unstoppable Gospel!

For the summer months we are returning to the Book of Acts picking up
where we left off in the autumn and tracing the journey of the gospel to
the heart of Rome and the court of the emperor. These are incredibly
exciting chapters though rarely preached on and with one constant
theme that Jesus is Lord and his gospel is unstoppable.

SUNDAYS @ 6.30m

Focus on Jesus

Through the eyes of Matthew we will be focusing on Jesus, in action
(chapters 8 -10) and in teaching (chapter 11).

We will also be looking at some of the Songs of Ascents beautiful, Psalms

describing the pilgrim journey of the believer.
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| THE RECORDS

| FUNERALS

1 23 February  Ted Smith

1 23 February  Hilda Beadle

I 25 February  Peter Page

: 27 February  Maurice McMahon

1 2 March Jack Fuller

1 13 March Lily Richardson

: 27 March Rita Wait

I We extend our prayers and sympathy to their families

I

I BAPTISM

: 22 March Naomi Brook
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CHURCH BUILDING BOOKINGS

All groups who use, or would like to use, the church building should

di scip

contact Julie Coates about bookings in the first instance fi telephone

01323 441059, email: stmaryshallsham@googlemail.com
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BIBLE BY THE BEACH
1 84 MAY 2009 AT THE CONGRESS THEATREASTBOURN

MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

STILL ONLY £50 FOR T HE WHOLE
WEEKEND#
DAY TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
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EQUIPPING THE SAINT&BUILDING THE CHUBH
Thatds the title for the first of
all ages to be held in Eastbourne. It runs over the first Bank Holiday
weekend in May, from Friday evening to Monday afternoon. There
will be opportunity to look seriously at the Bible, seminars to apply its
message and celebrations, responding to God in joyful praise.
Speakers include Paul Williams, vicar of Christ Church, Fulwood in
Sheffield, Wallace Benn, Terry Virgo, Kent Hughes and Archbishop
Ben Kwashi from northern Nigeria. Music will be led by Stuart
Townend and band. Alongside the adult programme there will an
extensive programme for children and young people, from créche
to teenagers.

MhAAAAAAAAAM
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Brochures and booking forms are now available 0 please ask David,
: John or Stan and return completed forms to them as soon as
1 possible, as group discounts apply.



CHURCH FINANCE NEWS

| am pleased to share with you some of our Finance and Budgeting
news for year 2009.

Our Vision Sunday reports outlined a budget for this year totalling
£114,000 which includes an allowance of up to £10,000 for the re -
covering of the Lounge roof, and a further £6,000 to enable

completion of Phase 1 of the re  -ordering scheme.

Excluding above additional items our annual running costs are

therefore £98,000. (a £2,000 increase on 2008 costs). This means that to
balance our receipts and expenses we can continue to aim for a

Regular Giving and Collections target of £5,500 per month. Regular
Giving was £4,500 in January 2009 and £4,220 in February. By mid -
March we have however received donations for General Fund of

£2,300.

We now look forward to you returning your Vision Sunday response

form, which gives each one us the opportunity to review our financial

commi t ment to God, and St .Plekkacoptibieio f or
pray that God will guide us so that we will be able to fully cover our

running costs in 2009. Thank -you.

LOUNGE ROOF

As you will have heard this roof is leaking
water in a number of places and is in
need of urgent repair. It will be excellent
if anyone feels they are able to give a
specific donation so that this work can be
placed in hand as soon as possible.

FRI ENDS OF SST. MA
We look forward to the launch of this new
scheme later in April. We pray that this
initiative will enable the community of
Hailsham, and beyond, to support the
devel opment and maintenance of the St.
generations.

Part of the Lounge ceiling

Thanks for all your support.

Paul Burson (Hon. Treasurer)

St. Mary's



ST MARYO3S L ABTER HELIDAYECLUB

During the second week of the Easter school holidays the church

buil ding at St Mary®&s wi-tethlabneh facilitygfor s f or mi
the Starship Discovery! Look out for the rocket, the control panel, the

starscapes, the low -flying planets, the astronauts, and the amazing

teleporter!

M The holiday club will
run for four mornings
from Tuesday 14th to

(?’ }ﬁ Come almng 1o the . %
Vs Friday 17th April,
_{3 \/}2///",” ﬂf(ﬂypfy 7 * 9.45aym fi 12 Eoon in

St Maryds chur
" Filiday Owp ¢
@ "

building. There will
also be a special
holiday club service
on Sunday 19th April.
It is for all primary
school children aged

You are warmly invited to our Starship Discovery! Holiday Club

Who for: Anyone in Years 1- 6 5f 11 years old who
Where: St Mary's Church areinyears1fi 6.
ﬁ When: Tues 14™ - Fri 17™ April 2009 éﬂ Each morning will
X Time: 9:45am - 12pm cost £1 per child to
Cost: £1 per morning. # cover refreshments,

craft materials and
other expenses.

Wedre really e
about the week and

looking forward to

using the theme of

Outer Space to

explore the journey

Peter the fisherman

made as he learned

about Jesus.

Run by St Mary’s Church

For more information and to register call
John & Meg Brook 01323 442 132
prayers for the club,

and would be
delighted to provide you with any invitations you might like to use to
invite children you know to join us!

We value your

The Starship Discovery! team



MAKING FRIENDS ANDNFLUENCING PEOPLE.

Youdve been hearing something of the 0
explained some of it on Vision Sunday. For the benefit of those who

were not there & and as further clarification for those who were, let me

introduce the idea.

Unlike all the other church groups in Hailsham, we have the
responsibility of | ooking after tdhe To
the Parish Church (and the privilege of first call on its use). Itis an

anomalous situation. The church is one of the (if not THE) defining

building of the Town. We are a congregation of 200 0 barely 1% of

Hail shamds popul ati on. It is Ilikely t
of the Townds overall wealth. That 1is
resources.

Modern attitudes to conservation only add to the challenge. The skills
and methods used to build the church have largely fallen out of use.

Yet we have to remain true to them in the maintenance of the

building. Rare skills and materials command a high price d as any
economist will tell you.




We can, and should, expect our fellow
townspeople to help with the
preservation of this unique piece of
shared heritage. When first built, in
medieval times, churches were part
town hall. The Nave of a medieval
church was a public forum, an open
area with a mud and straw floor A
constantly hosting a wide range of Broken steps in the tower
events. We have to recover that

relevance to the wider life of the Town

(though we can probably do without the mud).

That begins by appealing to the conscience of the community on behalf

of its best loved landmark & the only fixed point in a townscape changing

ever more rapidly. However, that alone will not get us far. We will burn a

|l ot of energy just to keep people inter
To create a durable bond between the community and the church, the

building has to do more for the community. It must be seen less as the

preserve of we few. The life of the Town has to circulate through it again

and so gain a stake in its preservation. It is to give a focus and identity to

this non -religious support that the Friends is being founded.

I hope and trust we will find people out there with whom that resonates

as a worthwhile goal 9 from those with a purely sentimental attachment

to the past to those who see the potential of a stunning town -centre
venue, close to free parking, with excellent acoustics and a community -
friendly pricing policy.

Pl ease help us get the word out. Drop
venueboé. We wi | | be making materials (
It is engagement we really want. The money will follow if we can get a

handful of people enthused with the possibilities for this wonderful old

buil ding. After all|l .. thatds what Fri
Hugh Bell

More on the next page . . .

St. Mary's



FRIENDS & HEROES COGERT

somerag -t i me .

On Saturday April 25 th at 7:00 pm, the
Friends of St Maryds
public. The concert will support both the
Friends of St Maryds
He r o & a dharity that helps disabled
service men and women. The concert will
feature a broad mix of Jazz and popular

song. We have two close harmony choirs

0t he Heathfield School
and the JMTZ Jazz choir from

Herstmonceux. JMTZ is led by Jazz pianist
Peter Willson, who will also do a few solo
piano numbers. Heathfield School Swing
Band will give us some popular music and
rockdndrol | shandstytbar ds
Swelling the ranks will be our very Sid

Hayden with some soulful guitar, and ,

during the interval our Organist and former
musical director, Roger Tipping will turn the
church organ into a Wurlitzer and give us

Wi

as

oS

’

I't promises to be a great

in a free glass of wine or coffee/tea at the
unbelievable price of £7.00. Not only that, but
you get 4 tickets for the price of 3.

These events are a chance for the church to

serve the town. Please help us by publicising

where you can. There are posters and leaflets

on the table by t héorldullor
happily bus some round to you if you call me on
01323 441967. If you think you could sell some
tickets & again, let me know and we can get

that set up. Currently tickets are available

either from Southerden Books or from the Art

block at Heathfield School.

Thanks for your help.

Hugh Bell
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In aid of

Help for Heroes & Friends of St Mary's...

A CONCERT FOR
FRIENDS AND HEROES
at St Mary's Church
Hailsham

Saturday 25th April 7:00 pm
Peter Willson & The JMTZ Jazz Choir

Heathfield Community College A Capella

Heathfield Community College Swing Band

&

St. Mary's

Tickets from Southerden Books, Market Square,
Hailsham
£7 each or 4 for the price of 3
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WOMENSS DAY CBENFEREN

On Saturday 21 ssFebruary | attended the womends Day
Crowborough with Wendy Bysouth, Gillian Daw, Clare Hook and Peggy Knight and

we all agreed by the end of the day that it had been a truly wonderful and

uplifting experience.

On entering the church we were immediately impressed by the light airy building

with large clear -glassed windows, light wood and soft chair seating. We were

warmly greeted by I rena Monkton, Womends Mir
arranged the day.

The conference started with prayers and hymns backed by
an excellent choir. The words were on an overhead
projection screen.
The first talk of the day was 0 Wh
Encouragementdé and this was given
who has been the associate for Wo
Nicholas Church in Sevenoaks for the last six years.
Her theme was that we may not have always known what
to say to a Christian or a non -Christian friend who is finding
life hard. As Christian women we can give not only practical help such as meeting
regularly to pray or read together, but we c
promi ses and witness Godds faithfulness in o
get to know women from other churches, as well as to deepen our relationships
with our own Church family members.

We then heard a very moving testimony from a church member who had lived a

difficult life, losing parents at an early age and then suffering two marriage

breakdowns. She thought she could cope without God and then got to the stage

where she could not go on. With God in her life at last and love and support from

friends and | oved ones she came through, and
battles and finding Godds | ove.

Afterwards we went to our various seminars @
Listeningo6 presented by Wendy Billington. Sh
listening: concentration, avoiding too many questions, not offering to rescue but

trying to work out options together, and not to make judgements but rather asking

OWhat would Jesus say?06 This session certain
feel more able to help the friends who confide in me. | had the pleasure of

meeting three members of Emmanuel Church at this seminar and we all agreed

this was an excellent course.

mi nars on o0Christian Medi't
e

There were also s
t general consensus was th

Advantaged6é, and
informative.

e
h

We then broke for lunch and the parishioners of All Saints provided us with a
delicious two -course lunch. They worked extremely hard and we were all very
thankful to them for making us so welcome.

The afternoon session started with more glorious singing and then another talk by
Andr ea, this time with the theme 0The rol e o
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