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EASTER REALITIES

I think that this time of year, toward the end of March and leading up to

Easter, sees the Vicarage garden at its best. The yellow and white of

countless daffodils dancing in the breeze (due acknowledgement to

Wordsworth), buds appearing, hedges springing into life and the grass,
seemingly green again in the spring sun
about the rest of the year?

I wonder i f youdre someone whods al ways
your driving test 15 times, always buy the wrong thing at the supermarket,
forget what you should have been doing and fail to turn up, can never

remember peopleds names? And when it <co
you reckon youdve got it wrong there to
believe in God; yes, somehow Jesus stil
or why or what difference it should mak
not really taken it seriously. And East
thereds always a chocolate egg or ten b
what difference will it make?

Well therebds at | east one person in h
seriously either. I n fact he got it tot
closest friends and yet he ends up being one of the first people on record

to insist that when Jesus died, he stay

enemy but a sceptical friend, perhaps a bit like many of us. He knew

Jesus well. He had eaten meals with him, listened to his teaching,

watched his miracles. He was a friend and yet even after all this he
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refused to believe that Jesus could possibly have risen from the dead. Then

maybe we shouldndt blame him, after all
back to life. Indeed, even when all his friends insisted that they had seen

Jesus, Thomas was still not convinced. H
heéd seen for himself.

However, within a few days Thomas got the shock of his life, Jesus standing in

frontofhim 6 put your finger here, see my hand
put it into my side. St olheradw@sunbthingelse and b
Thomas could do but fall at Jesus feet,Jesus &é my Lor d andhesad. Goc

So how did Jesus expect people to
respond at Easter? Clearly not by just
admiring the daffodils or indulging in
the chocolate. And not by remaining
like sceptical friends, as it were, sitting
on the fence but with the same
response of surrender and
commitment and worship to Jesus
that we eventually see from Thomas.
You see the events of Easter spell out
an unequivocal message that Jesus
is the one and only Lord and Saviour,
King and Judge. It tells us that he is
the only expert on life and death, the
only expert on the future and
therefore the ultimate one that we
need to listen to and to deal with.
What a tragedy if we should fail to
take seriously the only one who has
the answers and the only one who can give us any hope for the future. Any
number of people have claimed to have the answers, religious leaders,
philosophers, politicians, and without exception they are all dead and
stayed dead except for one, Jesus. And t
resurrection to ignore it.

So take a tip from the man who to begin with got Easter hopelessly wrong
and take it seriously by deciding to give

your life to follow, not a dead hero, but the

living God and enjoy the wonder of living

as his friend. Not a once a year treat but

an everyday joy that lasts forever!

Easter really can make the difference!
David Bourne



