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Welcome 

 

Welcome to St. Mary's, Hailsham ññ an Annual Profile 2010 
 

'Put on the full armour of God ....stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled round your waist .....take up the 

shield of faith.......take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God and pray in the 

Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests ...be alert and keep on praying.....' (Ephesians 6:13-20) 

 

O church, arise, and put your armour on; 

hear the call of Christ our captain. 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 

in the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth, 

we'll stand against the devil's lies; 

an army bold, whose battle cry is love,  

reaching out to those in darkness. 

 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 

but to rage against the captor; 

and with the sword that makes the wounded whole, 

we will fight with faith and valour. 

When faced with trials on ev'ry side 

we know the outcome is secure, 

and Christ will have the prize for which He died, 

an inheritance of nations. 

 

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 

as the Son of God is stricken; 

then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet, 

for the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 

and Christ emerges from the grave 

this vict'ry march continues till the day 

ev'ry eye and heart shall see him. 

 

So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride, 

give grace for ev'ry hurdle, 

that we may run with faith to win the prize 

of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, 

retelling triumphs of his grace, 

we hear their calls, and hunger for the day 

when with Christ we stand in glory.    

                  

(Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

 Copyright 2005 Thankyou Music) 
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            PCC 

Electoral Roll 
 
The Electoral Roll has risen this year to 195. there were 6 additions and 3 deletions. We note with great 

sadness the deaths of Rene Allcorn, Ches Sharp and Nancy Smart and give thanks to God for their lives. 

 

The Churchwardenõs Report 
 

Itõs been a year of doom and gloom with the financial crisis affecting virtually everyone, MPõs expenses in 

the news almost everyday and further afield all of  the unrest in so many parts of the world.  Then there was 

the news of the terrible earthquake in Haiti.  Although we often cannot understand so much of what 

happens how good it is to feel Godõs guiding hand in all our lives and knowing that he has a purpose for 

each one of us. 

 

It has been another exciting year at St. Maryõs for young peopleõs work with in excess of twenty children 

each Sunday at Childrenõs Church and crèche.  The Lounge is being used more than it ever has been for the 

various childrenõs groups including the Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, FAB Club and the latest group to start 

up being Youth  Zone. 

 

Back at the end of May David surprised and delighted us by announcing that 

he was getting married and the wedding was set for October.  Due to her 

commitments at Richmond Kim was only able to get to St. Maryõs on a few 

occasions prior to the wedding.  After the wedding David went on a well-

earned sabbatical after 30 years in the ministry.  In the middle of December it 

was good to properly welcome Kim into life at St. Maryõs. 

 

May also saw the launch of Bible by the Beach and what a great success it 

proved to be with a very varied and stimulating programme for all ages.  Apart 

from the many different seminars there were a number of excellent speakers 

and the music was led by Stuart Townend.  Everyone was particularly inspired 

by Ben Kwashi, an Archbishop for Northern Nigeria who has endured 

unimaginable hardships during his ministry.  Despite this his church continues 

to grow as does his faith and enthusiasm for his Lord. 

 

There have been a number of changes at St. Maryõs over the last 

year with the renaming of Homemakers to Meeting Point to more 

closely show the clubõs activities.  Due to ill health Rene Allcorn 

had to give up running Tots Teach and Play.  Rene sadly died in 

August and is greatly missed after being so involved with the 

childrenõs work at St. Maryõs for many years.  Itõs good to know 

however that the work of the gospel goes on for this age group with 

the new St. Maryõs ABC Playgroup.  After 7 years Peter and Angela 

decided that it was time to retire from running the Bit In.  Bite In is 

a great ministry to the town and has flourished under Peter and 

Angelaõs leadership, for which we are most grateful.  Alan Hibbs 

has now taken on the leadership and we now look forward to the 

team further spreading the gospel message along with a cup of tea 

and piece of cake. 

 

We had an anxious time back in July when Asha and Sangster had to return to India to try and renew their 

visas to be able to stay in England or more specifically Hailsham.  David wrote in the magazine that we 

believe that Jesus reigns and that if he plans for them to continue their work in Hailsham that the visas will 

 

Peter & Angela 
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P.C.C. Secretaryõs Report  
 

The PCC welcomed Alan Hibbs and Janet 

Webb as new members this year.  We have 

met 4 times over the past yearñeach meeting 

hoping to hear some encouraging news on the 

faculty for re-ordering.   

 

News of the MAP throughout the year included 

the Sunday morning Prayer Team being 

started, Pastoral Team being formed, the 

photo collage being put on display, Friends of 

St. Maryõs being established, new curate post 

being approved and filled and a new house 

group.  St. Maryõs now has ôcharityõ status which was a new requirement 

for all churches and will be used on all our publicity and correspondence.   

 

It is great that each meeting, while there may be money worries or building work that needs doing, there is also 

lots of encouraging feedback on the inspiring and varied ways that God is working through St. Maryõs. 

 

 

Julie Coates 

            PCC 
be granted.  Well Jesus obviously did want them to continue their work here because the visas were granted 

without any problem. 

 

A new Menõs Group started during the year and has proved to be very popular with a varied programme 

including a games evening, various walks and bowling evenings.  We now look forward to the rest of this yearõs 

events. 

 

After many years of talking about it The Friends of St. Maryõs is now up and running and our thanks go to Hugh 

Bell who has taken on the challenge of heading this up.  There have been a number of events with more in the 

pipeline for the rest of this year and itõs good news that St. Maryõs is benefiting both financially and also from 

the mission outreach into the town. 

 

We are, as always, very grateful and thank the Welcomers for the great job they 

do at the door each week.  We receive many positive comments from people 

about the warm, friendly welcome they receive regardless of whether itõs their 

first time at St. Maryõs or if they have been coming for many years. 

 

Finally, on a personal note, I would  like to thank everyone at St. Maryõs for all 

the prayers, messages of encouragement and loving support over what has 

been a rather difficult and challenging year for Margaret and myself. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.  His love endures forever. 

  
 

Roger Booth 

The photo collage board 



 

PCC 
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Buildings Report  
 

It was hoped that 2009 would have seen the start of work on the first stage of the re-ordering of St. Maryõs 

combined with the official launch of the ôFriends of St. Maryõsõ scheme.  Due to various reasons, progress 

has been slow.  Not least, the unexplained delay in receiving the Faculty (official permission) from the 

Diocesan Chancellor. 

 

At the beginning of the year, a new safe was installed and the repaired silverware returned to use following 

the burglary in September 2008. 

 

Re-decoration of the walls and roof timbers in the South Aisle damaged by rainwater ingress was also 

completed at the start of the new year. 

 

The lounge roof has at last received a seamless membrane covering which has a good record of durability 

and weathering.  Negotiations with our insurers failed to result in them covering the cost of fully replacing 

the ceiling tiles but the settlement will be sufficient to cover replacement of the water-stained areas. 

 

Minor plumbing repairs have been made in the kitchen and toilets. 

 

It should be noted that there are still several items of recommended repair works outstanding from the last 

Quinquennial Inspection including decaying floorboards in the South Chapel, removal of weed growth from 

the west wall of the tower and the replacement of deteriorated supports to the belfry louvres. 

 

Although it is sometimes difficult to prioritise our plans, we must continue to pray for guidance and put our 

trust in God who has a master plan for everything and everybody.  He knows our needs and will not fail to 

supply them. 

 

Terry EvendenñChurchwarden 
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Accounts 1 

 
Statement of Financial Activities - 

 

 For the Year ended 31 December 2009 

 
The following figures are an extract of the key information contained in our Audited 

accounts which are available in Church, or on request:- 
 

                              

Unrestricted Income: 

 

 

2008:        2009: 

£        £ 

 

  5098  Collections       4987 

 

26214   ôGivingõ Direct to Bank    31006  

 

19791   Weekly Envelopes    20572  

  

  2140   Pledge Sunday Donations     1528 

 

  1270   Donations       1150 

 

54513   Collections & Committed giving  59243  

  

11643   Tax recovered     14697  

 

  9593   Donations/Gifts      6824 

 

  4805   Bite-In        4562 

 

  2462   Interest Income        572 

 

  4434   Grants/Fees/Magazine Incomes    4290 

 

     500  Legacies       1000 

 

     409  Sundry Income  

_______       ________ 

 

88359   Total Unrestricted Income   91188  

 

  3699   Donations for Mission (restricted use)     1072 

 

ñññññ-       ññññññ- 

92058         92260  



 

 PAGE 8 

Accounts 2 
                          

 Unrestricted Expenditureñ2009 

 

 

2008:        2009: 

£        £ 

 

44123   Parish Contribution    46771  

 

10315   Staff Costs       8379 

 

  9380   Staff Housing        9434 

  

  5816  Lighting/Heating/Water Rates     7644 

 

10297   Repairs        3113 

 

  1596   Youth Work       2041 

  

  2631   Printing, Postage & Stationery     1939 

 

  1440   Churchyard upkeep      1770 

 

  7966   Mission giving (inc. òRestricted Giftsó)    5264 

 

  4405   Architects fees      

 

  3839   Sundries       6812 

 

Non-recurring expenditure 

 

  Photocopier       3449   

 

  Friends of St. Maryõs Launch       818 

ñññññ-       ñññññ 

 

101808  Total Expenses:    97434  

 

  92058  Income (see Accounts page 1)   92260  

 

  (9750) Deficit: General/Unrestricted Fund   (5174) 

          



 

 

 
 
 
In addition to the unrestricted Funding we received and spent the following ôRestrictedõ 

Funding: (ie money given for a specific purpose) 

 

 
Restricted Income: 

 

         

      £ 

 

Re-ordering Fund Donations   2226 

 

Roof Fundñ Donations    7335 

 

Pastoral Care Assistant Donations    722 

  

Asha and Sangster Fund   6985 

 

Friends of St. Maryõs    3165 

      ññññ- 

 

Total restricted Income:             20433  

  

and spent: 

 

Architectõs Fees (re-ordering plans)   4531 

 

Pastoral Care        722 

 

Roof                 10343  

 

Asha & Sangster     8360 

 

Friends Donations     1844 

 

                 25800  

                ñññññ 

 

 

    

Deficit/Restricted funds:   (5367) 
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Following the Unrestricted & Restricted Income & Expenses detailed overleaf we now have the following 

reserves: 

 

 
Summary of Reserve Funds as at 31 December 2009: 

 (extracted from Balance Sheet in Audited accounts) 

 

 

Balance as at       Balance as at 

31.12.2008 (£)      31.12.2009 (£)    

      

    Cash Reserves: 

 

  Roof Fund (Deficit)     (3008) 

 

20671   Fabric Fund     18366  

 

    161  Choir Fund          161 

  

  2497   Asha & Sangster       1122 

 

  Friends of St. Maryõs       1321 

 

28907   Unrestricted Reserves    23733  

  

  5642   Endowment Reserves       6095 

 

ñññññ       ñññññ 

 

57878   Total Assets     47790  

ñññññ       ñññññ 
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Accounts 5   

Year 2009 Mission & Outward Gifts: 

 

 
 

 
We are pleased to report that we made the following gift donations during the year (enhanced by 

Charity Donations from ôFriends of St. Maryõsõ): 

 

      £ 

 

Chichester Diocese: 

 Diocesan Readers Board    50 

 Family Social Work   468 

 Bishopõs Discretionary Fund    40 

 

R.A.F.A.        45 

 

Royal British Legion      25 

 

A Nolan Trust       25.60 

 

Sussex Gospel Partnership   800 

 

Careforce     800 

 

BCMS (Crosslinks)              1400 

 

Meg Booth (WEC)              1400 

 

Children's Society    270 

 

The Neerekshe Trust (re Sangster & Asha) 270 

 

Release International    270 

 

      ññññ 

 

TOTAL               5863.60  

 

 + Friends of St. Maryõs Charity Donations       1844 

                -ñññññ 

 

              £7707.60  
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Accounts 

Treasurer's Reportñ2009 
 

       

Once again I would like to thank everyone who has supported the Church with gifts during the year 2009. This 

is very much appreciated, and we give thanks to God. 

 

Unrestricted Income: (Page 7, Accounts 1) 

 I am encouraged to report that our Collections and ôCommitted givingõ increased from Ã54500 in year 2008 

to £59,200 in 2009. Whilst this is still below our budget target of £66,000 per annum (£5,500 per month), it 

has risen to an average of  Ã4,930 monthly. This ôgivingõ was then boosted by a further Ã14697 refund of 

Tax, from the Inland Revenue; a significant increase on year 2008.  (If you havenõt already signed a tax re-

claim form  please consider and discuss with me, or Roger Booth, so that the Church can benefit from this 

additional income at no further cost to the donor). 

  

Total Income including donations, gifts from Bite-in, and all sources was £92260. 

  

Unrestricted Expenses: (Page 8, Accounts 2) 

 Our Expenses were £97,434 leaving us with a deficit for the year of  £5174 which we financed from our 

ôUnrestrictedõ Reserves. Included in this deficit were non-recurring expenses of £4267, for the new 

photocopier and launch of the ôFriends of St. Maryõs.õ 

 

Restricted funding; (Page 9, Accounts 3) 

 In addition we were pleased to receive donations totalling £2226 towards the Fabric Re-ordering fund; 

Ã7335 for the Lounge Roof fund;  Ã722 for Pastoral Care; Ã6985 for Asha & Sangsterõs expenses; and 

Ã3165 from St. Maryõs ôFriends.õ 

  

A full list of expenditure from these funds is shown on the above page but we are pleased to report that the 

Lounge roof repair was completed in 2009 at a cost of £10343. We hope that during year 2010 further gifts 

will be received to clear the Lounge Roof Fund deficit of £3008. 

  

Reserve Funds: (Page 10, Accounts 4) 

 Finally, the above page shows a breakdown of our reduced Church Reserves as at 

 

31 December 2009 ð key funds are: 

  

   - Fabric / Re-ordering fund   £18,366   

 

 - Unrestricted Reserves         £23,733 

 

Paul Burson  - Hon Treasurer  
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Deanery Synod Report 
 
The June meeting was held at All Saintõs Church Mountfield.  The Revõd Jane Sherwin spoke briefly about 

the Diocesan Family Social Work which has been badly hit by the recession and urgently needs support.  It 

was agreed that the Parish of Mayfield and Five Ashes should move from Dallington to Rotherfield 

Deanery. 

 

The Lay Chairman Mr Vivian Bowern retired after more than 10 years of service in the role.  The 

Archdeacon of Lewes and Hastings reported on the progress of the Strategic Review in the diocese and its 

implication for our parishes.  He made it clear that difficult and far reaching decisions will need to be made 

if the Church is to remain viable in the future.  

 

In November the Synod met at Emmanuel Church, Hailsham. 

 

Mr John Garvican was elected as the new Lay Chairman.  A new secretary is being sought as Brenda Cope, 

the present Secretary, is a member of Mayfield Church which has left the deanery. 

 

Finances were discussed and once again the Diocese is 

facing a very large deficit.  After much discussion an 

increase of 3% in Parish Contribution for 2010 was agreed. 

 

Representatives of the Heathfield Street Pastors gave the 

synod an inspiring account of how their task is going. 

 

The February 2010 meeting was cancelled due to snow. 

 

Pam Brooks 

 

 

            PCC 

The Heathfield Street Pastors 
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Children and Young People 
Crèche  
 

The crèche here at St Mary's started the year in September with up to 10 children on a regular Sunday morning as 

well as any visitors. We had a lively bunch of 2 year olds  as well as a growing group of babies. Over the course of the 

autumn term all four of them happily moved up to Sunday school, leaving us now with 6 regular 1 and 2 year olds, 

and at present no babies. The children generally get on well together and have a great time playing and reading. They 

also have a little break for a biscuit. 

 

Most parents seem happy to leave their babies and toddlers with us, 

knowing we will call them if their child needs them. It is a privilege to give the 

parents the chance to listen to the sermon and learn from God's word 

without needing to also concentrate on their children. 

 

We have 12 volunteers currently who help run the crèche, and we are very 

grateful for the willingness and enthusiasm of all the volunteers. 

 

We praise God for these little children that he has given to our church and for 

the joy of seeing them grow up. We pray that as they grow bigger and 

stronger they would also grow to know and love the Lord Jesus Christ 

themselves. 

 

Meg Brook 

 

 

Scramblers 
 
I must start this year by thanking Margaret Coleman for taking on leading Scramblers.  As you may know, due to 

being ill, Iõve not been able to lead but itõs lovely to be well enough to go out and join the group. 

 

We are the youngest group and cater for children aged 3 to 5 years.  Two years 

ago we asked for your prayers due to the dwindling numbers.  The following 

year our numbers increased and this year we have had up to eight children 

and most weeks since November we have averaged six. 

 

We are still using the Click material and before Christmas we were looking at 

Jesus teaching about Godõs kingdom from the Gospels.  Since Christmas we 

have been looking at responding to Godõs son Jesus from Johnõs Gospel. 

 

We still start our time with the other groups for a game and prayers before 

going to our individual groups.  Our new children have settled in very well and 

eagerly join in with the wide range of activities that the Click material give us.  

They also enjoyed taking 

their part in the Nativity. 

 

We had a great Christmas party although it unfortunately 

coincided with the worst snow we have seen for a very long time, 

which meant that many of the children and the entertainer were 

snowed in and unable to get there. 

 

Jesus said òLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder 

them for the Kingdom of God belongs to these.ó 

 

Margaret Booth and Margaret Coleman 

 

The Nativity on December 20th 
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Children and Young People 
 

Climbers   
Over the summer Climbers went from 6+ children on a Sunday to 2-3 most weeks.  

This was due to a large number of the group moving up to Explorers and only one 

moving up from Scramblers. 

 

Also in September, due to the re-organisation of leaders in the groups, I was left to 

lead the group myself but Tim Robson volunteered to help and has been coming 

along and helping lead each week. 

 

We have been continuing to use Click material to teach the Bible and our most 

recent study is asking ôWho is Jesus?õ and is based on Jesusõ life, death and resurrection as 

presented in Johnõs gospel.  The children listen to a presentation, answer questions (and ask 

them!) then finish with a craft activity. 

 

Our prayer for Climbers is that the children will hear the Bible stories and learn how what they 

hear relates to their own lives at school, home and with their friends.  We pray that more 

families will continue to come to St. Maryõs to hear the Good News. 

 

Julie Coates 

 

Explorers 
We began leading the Explorers group in September 2009 and are enjoying our Sunday mornings with the 

group.  We have 6 regular attendees and begin each week joining with Scramblers and Climbers for a game and 

a prayer before going into our separate groups. 

 

We are continuing to use the Click material and in the autumn we were learning about the experiences of Godõs 

people, the Israelites, in the land of Canaan under the leadership of the judges, Samuel, Saul and David.  We 

also learnt how the great promise made to David is fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

Up until Easter we are looking at evidence given in the Bible that point to Jesus as the promised Saviour.  The 

children are detectives and examine Jesusõ life, death and resurrection through the eyes of Doctor Luke. 

 

It is wonderful to work with a group of children and see them learning each week.  We try each week to have a 

mixture of craft, teaching, drama and games so that the children can learn in different ways about God.  

 

Please pray that we will teach the Bible faithfully and that the children will learn to know and love the Lord 

Jesus. 

 

David and Lyn Gooding and Julie Bell 

 

Tim Robson 
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Children and Young People 

Pathfinders 
 

This is St. Maryõs Church Sunday School group for school years 6-10.  We meet at the Square Youth Café.  

This year we have been learning from the stories of Abraham and Jacob from the book of Genesis along 

with a pack of puzzles.  We also had lots of fun with our Salt and Pathfinders social events. 

 

We enjoyed learning with our group and had fun.  

Please do pray for us as we continue to learn 

about Our God who can transform sinners like us.  

We do want to witness to our friends in school 

through the Christian Union and invite them to 

church.  Please do pray for courage in doing so. 

 

Sangster and Asha Sukumar and Mia McCarroll 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALTñ14+ Youth Group 
 

SALT is our Friday evening Bible study group for 14-18s. We have 

continued this year with seven regulars, looking at 1 Thessalonians, 

Psalms, 1 Peter, and Jesus' teaching on the night before he died 

(John 13-17). 

We thank God that over the past year we have further developed a 

taste for his word as we study it each week, and are growing in our 

appreciation of Godõs character and purposes as we learn from him 

through the Bible. Alongside our Bible studies, we have very much 

enjoyed spending time together just chilling out over hot chocolate/

coffee/squash/Hailshamõs finest tap water and snacks on Friday 

evenings, and at our social events. 

 

In the summer SALT reaches a milestone as two of our members head off to 

university. One of our aims as a group is to encourage one another to learn 

to serve God with our whole lives. Our prayer for our soon-to-be-students, 

and for the rest of the group, is that they will continue to press on towards 

the goal to win the prize for which God has called them heavenwards in 

Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). 

 
 

 

John and Meg Brook 

 

 

 

  

 

Mia McCarroll 
Asha & Sangster 
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6th Hailsham Rainbows 

  
The unit opened at St Maryõs in November 2009, we are the youngest group of 

the Girlguiding movement. We have 12 girls aged 5 to 7. Since November we 

have done lots of things including crafts, making cards for various occasions, 

cake icing (and eating). We have also made fruity cocktails and played lots of 

games. 

At Christmas we went bowling at the leisure centre with the Brownies and have 

recently been to Masterpeice to make something for Mothers Day. 

 

During the next few months we will be doing lots to celebrate the 100 years of 

Guiding including a trip to Drusilla's on a Rainbows Go Wild Day. 

 

Our Mascot is called Olivia and we read stories about her journey through 

Rainbows. You will see her when it is church parade, the girls walk her down 

the aisle with the other flags, much to David's surprise! 

 
Gail Albertella 

 

 

1st Hailsham Guides 

  
We have just celebrated our centenary Thinking Day by lighting 

candles and thinking about guides across the world in the 145 

member countries.  But it is also with pride that we think about our 

own unit and the loyalty and enthusiasm of the girls who make our 

Monday evening meetings so enjoyable.  This year we have been 

able to celebrate with Jordan and Hannah as they completed their 

Baden-Powell Challenges and their focus is currently on fostering a 

sense of community with other guiding sections such as Rainbows 

and Brownies and other local organisations by working for their 

Community Action badge.  Through this they are also developing 

leadership and independent learning skills. 

 

We are looking forward to our County Centenary Thinking Day at the 

Brighton Centre in March where we will celebrate with over 2500 

other members of Girlguiding UK. 

 

Our centenary year 

continues with the 

Adventure 100 challenge (more details on our notice board) and we 

are planning our own special events for the summer including 

sailing, a night hike and bivouacking. 

 

Katie Allcorn 

Children and Young People 

Outside the Brighton Centre for the 

County Centenary Thinking Day 

Raft building at the new PGL Activity Centre 

at Windmill Hill 

Gail and Sophie with Olivia 


