
 

Knowing Jesus, 
making Jesus known 

 
Jesus died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who died 

for them and was raised again 

Annual Profile 
2009 

  

 



 



 

 

Welcome 

 
 

Welcome to St. Mary's, Hailsham ññ an Annual Profile 2009 
 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 To him be glory both now and forever! Amen   (2 Peter 3:18) 

 

 

May the peace of God our heavenly Father, 

and the grace of Christ the risen Son, 

and the fellowship of God the Spirit 

keep our hearts and minds within his love. 

 

And to him be praise for his glorious reign, 

from the depths of earth to the heights of heaven; 

we declare the name of the Lamb once slain 

Christ eternal the King of kings! 

 

May this peace which passes understanding, 

and this grace which makes us what we are, 

and this fellowship of his communion 

Make us one in spirit and in heart. 

 
Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 

Copyright 2005 Thankyou Music 

 

 
 

 

 

PAGE 3 



 

  PAGE 4 

            PCC 

Electoral Roll 
 
The updated roll for 2009 stands at 192 representing 16 additions and 6 deletions.   

In particular we note with sadness the deaths of the following members of the roll during the past year, Eluned 

Bourne, Audrey Hillman and Doris Jones 

 

The Churchwardenõs Report 
 

We are constantly reminded of the credit crunch and the worst economic downturn for a good many years. We 

have had the lead stolen from the Clergy Vestry and South Aisle roofs. The church has been broken into with 

much damage to doors etc. and the safe, with the silver and records in it, stolen. But thankfully throughout all of 

these and other problems David and his team constantly remind us that having Jesus in our lives is the one thing 

that really matters. 

 

No matter what life throws at us the Gospel has the answer if we just take time to stop, look and listen.  

 

The year was marred by the untimely passing of Eluned. She was, as Wallace and Lindsey Benn put it a dear 

friend to us all and a remarkable woman of faith. She won everyoneõs admiration for the determination and 

courage she showed throughout her illness. She is greatly missed by all at St Maryõs  

 

It is so encouraging to see the way that the young peopleõs work continues to move forward with upwards of 25 

attending the various groups on Sunday. The Lounge is still well used by the young people with FAB Club still 

going strong on a Tuesday night and Guides and Brownies on Monday and Friday night. Then, of course, there is 

the Tots Group on Thursdays. We thank everyone involved in the childrenõs work at St Maryõs and ask you to keep 

this essential part of the Churchõs work in your prayers.    

 

In February it was good to be able to welcome Michael Wilcock and the other churches in the town for the Lent 

Bible Focus. Michael, who has become a good friend of St Maryõs over the last few years used the six weeks to 

take us on a journey through Exodus.  

 

Back in April a number of St Maryõs congregation set off in snowy conditions to New Word Alive held in  Pwllheli in 

North Wales. Although the weather was cold we were soon warmed each day by the singing of wonderful songs of 

praise to our Lord led by Stuart Townend.  Then with talks from such great speakers as John Piper, Terry Virgo 

and Don Carson it was a great few days that ended far too quickly.  

However we can now look forward to Bible 

by the Beach at the beginning of May where 

once again Stuart Townend will be leading 

the singing and there will be another 

chance to hear, among others, Terry Virgo.  

 

In August we eagerly awaited the arrival of Sangster & Asha and what 

a breath of fresh air they have proved to be. They somehow manage 

to get involved with just about everything going on in the church and 

also a number of things outside the church as well. Their friendly 

personalities and, of course, Ashaõs beaming smile make them 

welcome everywhere. We found out all about Sangster & Asha and 

life in India at a curry night, then at the beginning of December we 

were treated to more curry with an Indian Christmas.  

Asha and Sangster 



 

 PAGE 5 

 

 

We had a first at the end of August with the centre nave area 

being cleared of pews to give space for the Going For Gold 

childrenõs holiday club. The children and I think the adults all 

had a great time and with many willing hands the church was 

back ready for the Sunday service. It showed though that the 

building can and should be used for other activities during the 

week.  

 

 Finally our thanks go to the Welcomers who have again done 

their usual tremendous job over the last year and thank you 

everyone for making St Maryõs such a happy welcoming church.  

 

God has given us so much to be grateful for over this last year and I am sure we will 

continue to receive his blessing over the coming years.  

 

Psalm 121 starts with these words.  I lift up my eyes to the hill ðwhere does my help 

come from? My help comes from the Lord , the maker of heaven and earth. How true.  

  
 

Roger Booth 

 
 

P.C.C. Secretaryõs Report  
 

Over the last 12 months the Parish Church Council have met 4 times. 

 

Members have discussed many varied issues ranging from the introduction of the filter coffee machine to the re-

ordering of the church.  We have heard through the Bible, and prayed about, what it means to be a missionary of 

Jesus and how we can focus on this.   

 

Lots of exciting new ventures have been heard about and put into our prayers including the new Christian Union at 

HCC set up by some of our young people, Childrenõs Light Party and Narnia Party and the ôSummer Spectacularõ. 

 

We thank God for bringing us together and guiding us through the past year to further the work of the Gospel at St. 

Maryõs. 

 

 

 

Julie Coates 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jordan & Hannah who set up the 

new Christian Union at HCC 

Getting ready for the holiday club 

            PCC 



 

PCC 
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Buildings Report  
 

Following the theft of the lead covering on the vestry and south aisle roofs in 2007, work was finally completed 

last year on the replacement stainless steel panels.  Internally, the re-decoration of the walls damaged by rain 

water ingress is well underway. 

 

Considerable damage and inconvenience was caused when the building 

was broken into in September and the safe, along with its contents were 

stolen from the clergy vestry.  The safe was actually recovered but it had 

been set on fire.  A small amount of cash and a master set of keys 

appeared to be missing but the historic church silverwork and some 

registers had been badly burned. 

 

A matter of great concern at the moment is the lounge roof which, is 

again, leaking water.  Several repairs to seal cracks have been effected 

during the past 10 years to the asphalt covering but it is evident that a 

long term solution is needed.  Consideration is being given to the 

application of a seamless membrane which will receive a 15 year 

guarantee and has a good record for durability and weathering.  It is 

estimated that this will cost in the region of £10,000. 

 

Of a minor nature, the electricity distribution board has been updated to 

current regulations and broken windows repaired in the East window, 

South chapel and South aisle. 

 

Discussions continue with the architect on our re-ordering proposals and 

we are currently in the process of preparing a faculty application for 

phases 1 & 2 (Chancel and Nave). 

 

The maintenance of a 16th century Grade 1 listed building is indeed 

challenging but with the help of many prayers and the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit these challenges have always been met enabling successive 

generations to continue to worship and praise our God in St. Maryõs. 

 

The PCC consider that the wider 

community in Hailsham should be involved in keeping the church building in a 

reasonable state of repair and to this end have taken the bold step to 

establish a òFriends of St. Maryõsó scheme which will, it is hoped, help fund 

future repairs and maintenance. 

 

Terry EvendenñChurchwarden 

 

 
 

 

The holes in the Lounge roof 
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Accounts 1 

 
Statement of Financial Activities ï 

      For the Year ended 31 DECEMBER 2008 

 
The following figures are an extract of the key information contained in our 

Audited accounts which are available in Church, or on request:- 

 

   

 
                                                          Unrestricted Income: 

 

 
2007:                                                                                     £.   
  £.                                                                                                        
 
       

  5616       Collections             5098  

22043     óGivingô Direct to Bank      26214  

18130     Weekly Envelopes         19791    

  3150                   Pledge Sundayô Donations         2140        

 3950     Donations                     1270        

 

52889                               Collections & Committed giving:                   54513     
     

 

 

10602    Tax recovered                               11643  

 

 4713 Donations / Gifts                                9593  

 

                                                    Donations for Mission                                  3699 

 

 4465 Bite-In          4805    

 

 3384    Interest Income                                             2462   

 

 3431    Grants / Fees / Magazine Income                 4434   

 

                                                    Legacies                                                          500   

 

  945    Sundry Income                                   409  

_____                                                                                                               _______ 

 

 

80429              Total Income                            92058    



 

 PAGE 8 

Accounts 2 
                          
  Unrestricted Expenditure / 2008: 

 

 
                2007:                                                                                £.   
             £.                                                                                                        

 

 

                           
     41314   Parish Contribution    44123 

 

      9339   Staff Costs                   10315   

 

             10503   Staff Housing        9380 

 

      5839   Lighting / Heating / Water rates      5816 

 

    5874   Repairs                                           10297 

 

     1562   Youth work        1596 

 

     2754   Printing, Postage & Stationery      2631 

 

     1540   Churchyard upkeep                             1440 

 

     4929   Mission giving                                           7966 

 

   2946   Architects fees                                 4405  

 

 3938   Sundries              3839 

          _______                                                                                                          _______          

    

           90538                       Total Expenses:                                                           101808  

 

           80429       Income (see Accounts page 1)                                     92058 

          _______                                                                                                         ________ 

 

         ( 10109)       Deficit: General / Unrestricted Fund            ( 9750 ) 

          



 

 

 
 
 
In addition to the unrestricted Funding we received and spent the following óRestrictedô Funding: (ie money given 

for a specific purpose) 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     Restricted Income: 

                                                                  

                                                                                                £. 

 
Re-ordering Fund Donations                      5671 

 

Roof  Fund  - Donations          3368    

                    - Insurance claim                15000 

                    - V.A.T. recovered               7716                   26084   

            

Pastoral Care Assistant Donations       815  

 

Asha and Sangster Fund        4987 

 

   

                                                                                            ______ 

 

 

 
Total Restricted Income:        37557 

  - and spent:            Pastoral Care                   815 

                                            Roof                             43879 

                                          Asha & Sangster            2490   

                                                                                             47184                                          

                                                                                            _______ 

 

Deficit / Restricted funds:                                                 (9627)                                             

 

Transfer from Unrestricted Reserves to Roof Fund       3562 

                                                                                            _______ 

 

Net Deficit / Restricted Funds                                          (6065) 

 

Accounts 3 
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Following the Unrestricted & Restricted Income & Expenses detailed overleaf we now have the following 

reserves: 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Reserve Funds as at 31 December  2008: 

         (extracted from Balance Sheet in Audited  accounts) 

                                                                                 

            

 

Balance as at        Balance as at 
  31.12.2007.  £                                               31.12.08. £      

 

                                         Cash Reserves: 

 

     14233                Roof Fund            Nil  

 

       1500                                      Fabric Fund         20671 

 

 

         161     Choir Fund            161      

 

                                                     Asha & Sangster                                          2497 

                                  

     42219   Unrestricted Reserves           28907      

 

 

       7370                          Endowment Reserves           5642    

 

  _________                                                                                                     ________ 

 

 

      78983                          Total Assets           57878           

   _________                                                                                                   _________                     

   

Accounts 4 
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Accounts 5   

Year 2008 Mission & Donation Gifts: 

 

 
 

 

We are pleased to report that we made the following gift donations during the year: 

 

 

 
                                                                                                 £. 

 

Chichester Diocese: 

      -Diocesan Readers Board                50.    

      -Family Social Work                          441. 

 

R.A.F.A.                              170.    

Royal British Legion                              25. 

A. Nolan Trust                               25.      

Sussex Gospel Partnership                                                     800. 

BCMS                                      1400. 

M. Booth                                 1400.     

Childrenôs Society                           390. 

The Neerekshe Trust (re Sangster & Asha)                        575.     

Release International                                                   390. 

                                                  ______ 

                                                                                                    5666. 

                                                                                                       

Girls Crusader Union (in memory of Eluned)                            2300. 
                                                                                          ______ 
 

Total:                                                                                       £ 7966 
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Accounts 

Treasurer's Reportñ2008 
 

       

Once again I would like to thank everyone who has supported the Church with gifts during the year 2008. This 

is very much appreciated, and we give thanks to God. 

 

Unrestricted Income: (Page - Accounts 1) 
 

As you will see our Collections and ôCommitted givingõ increased from Ã52,900 in year 2007 to Ã54,500 in 

2008. Whilst this is still below our budget target of £66,000 per annum (£5,500 per month), it is 

encouraging that by the year end our giving had increased to Ã4,600 monthly. This ôgivingõ was then boosted 

by a further £11,643 refund of Tax, from the Inland Revenue.  (If you havenõt already signed a tax re-claim 

form  please consider and discuss with me, or Roger Booth, so that the Church can benefit from this 

additional income at no further cost to the donor). 

 

Donation gifts also showed a very encouraging increase from £4,700 in 2007 to £9,600 in 2008. 

 

Total Income including donations, gifts from Bite-in, and all sources was £92,058. 

 

Expenses: (Page ð Accounts 2) 

 

Our Expenses were £101,808 leaving us with a deficit for the year of  £9,750 which we financed from our 

ôUnrestrictedõ Reserves. Included in this deficit is however a non-recurring expense of Ã4405 for Architectõs 

fees relating to consultations and the production of detailed plans for the Re-ordering scheme. 

 

Our repairs expenditure in 2008 was inflated because emergency repairs had to be carried out to the heating 

system in January. 

 

Restricted funding; (Page ð Accounts 3)  

 

We are encouraged that we received donations totalling £5,670 towards the Fabric Re-ordering fund, £3,360 

for the Roof fund, Ã4,980 towards Asha & Sangsterõs expenses, and Ã815 for Pastoral Care. 

 

We completed the South aisle re-roofing at a gross cost of £43,880 in 2008 

following receipt of £15,000 from our Insurance company, the above donations 

and a transfer of £3,560 from Unrestricted Reserves. We were also able to claim 

back V.A.T. 

 

Reserve Funds: (Page ð Accounts 4) 

 

Finally, Page 4 shows a breakdown of our Church Reserves as at 31 December 

2008 ð key funds are:  

 

- Fabric / Re-ordering fund  balance of £20,671    and 

- Unrestricted Reserves £28,907 - (after £13,000 was used to fund the 2008 

deficit and deficit on the South aisle Roof Fund).  

 

 

Paul Burson   
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Deanery Synod Report 

 
The Dallington Deanery Synod has met three times during the last year.   

Following the usual pattern the Synod met in a different deanery church on each occasion.  

 

The June meeting took place in All Saintõs Church, Herstmonceux.  Members 

learned from the Revõd Jack Lusted, Vicar of Salehurst a little about his role as 

Rural Chaplain for East Sussex, seeking to raise the profile of rural areas within 

the diocese.  There were also reports on the Diocesan and General Synods.  The 

main business of the meeting was an inspiring talk by Bishop Ken Barham about 

his ministry and experiences in Rwanda since he left Ashburnham to run a 

diocese there in 1994.     

 

In November the meeting took place in The Church of the Assumption and St 

Nicholas, Etchingham.  The annual parish contributions were discussed and 

increase of 6% agreed.  Bishop Wallace Benn spoke on the ramifications of the 

GAFCON (Global Anglican Future Conference) and Lambeth Conferences and his 

view of the way ahead for the Anglican Communion. The Synod was shown a 

video of GAFCON and Mrs Lindsey Benn spoke briefly about some of the troubles 

affecting the wives of the bishops attending the conference.   

 

In February we met at St. Richardõs Church, Heathfield.   A new Deanery Standing Committee was elected 

and Mr Trevor Dickerson and Mr John Goodway spoke on the subject, ôBeing Godõs Witnesses ð In Town 

and Countryõ.  

 

 

Pam Brooks 

 
 

            PCC 

Bishop Wallace at 

GAFCON 
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Children and Young People 

Crèche 
 

The crèche here at St Mary's has grown again in number this last year with up to 10 children on a regular Sunday 

morning as well as any visitors. We have a lively bunch of 2 year olds as well as a growing group of babies. The 

children generally get on well together and have a great time playing and reading. They also have a little break for a 

biscuit. We have recently been trying out having a short Bible story and colouring or sticking activity with the 2 year 

olds. This seems to be working well and will hopefully help them get ready to move up to Sunday school. 

 

Most parents seem happy to leave their babies and toddlers with us, knowing we will call them if their child needs 

them. It is a privilege to give the parents the chance to listen to the sermon and learn from God's word without 

needing to also concentrate on their children. 

 

We have 10 volunteers currently who help run the crèche, and several 

more who have agreed to go the rota. Now that the group has got 

bigger we need 3 adults there each week. We're very grateful for the 

willingness and enthusiasm of all the volunteers. 

 

We praise God for these little children that he has given to our 

church and for the joy of seeing them grow up. We pray that as they 

grow bigger and stronger they would also grow to know and love the 

Lord Jesus Christ themselves. 
 

Meg Brook 

 

 

Scramblers 
 
The Scramblers Group is for children aged from three to five 

years. 

 

We all stay as a group when we first go out to play a game 

and have prayers before breaking into our different groups. 

We do not sing every week now as the children have a talk 

and sing an extra song in church. This has been, very 

successfully introduced over the last year.  
 

We are still using Click Bible Centred Teaching Material for 3 

to 5 year olds. Starting in January we are looking at the story 

of creation. There is normally something to make or to colour 

to illustrate the weekõs story to bring it to life as we continue 

our journey through the Bible.   
 

Most weeks we now have three in the group all being very 

enthusiastic and working well together. Two of them were 

very shy to start with but soon built up their confidence and 

itõs now lovely to see them taking part in the activities. 
 

In the weeks leading up to Christmas we practised the songs for the Nativity, which again this year was enjoyed and 

appreciated by both children and congregation. Hazel made a lovely angel and took her part very seriously. 

Unfortunately on the day the boys were not able to take their parts as shepherds. 
 

We praise God for the way that our group and the other childrenõs groups have been blessed over the last year and 

ask for your prayers for the continued growth in the childrenõs work at St Maryõs. 

 

Margaret Booth 

 

Lots of toys in the crèche 

The Nativity on December 21st 
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Children and Young People 
 

Climbers   
Climbers is the Childrenõs Church group for 5-7 year olds.  We have 10 children registered and most weeks at 

least 5 attend. 

 

We continue to start each session joining with the children from 

Scramblers and Explorers for a game and then a prayer before moving 

into our age groups for Bible teaching. 

 

At the end of last year through the books of 1 & 2 Kings the children 

learnt that God is faithful to his promises and that God wants us to trust 

Jesus and live His way. 

 

From January and up until Easter our unit is based on Jesusõ life, death 

and resurrection as presented in Lukeõs gospel.  Each week, we will be 

going on an ôadventureõ, taking a journey to the town, city or place where 

the events in the Bible story took place.  The children have responded 

enthusiastically to these sessions and we thank God that we have the 

opportunity to get to know and work with them all. 

 

Please pray for us in the year ahead: 

That God will help us to teach the Bible faithfully. 

That the children will continue to grow in their knowledge and love of Jesus. 

 

Lyn and David Gooding and Julie Coates 

 

Explorers 
We are the childrenõs church group of 8 ð 11 year olds. There are seven children on our register and most 

weeks we have four or five attending.   
 

Last term we took a journey through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation following Godõs Great Plan. We began 

with the story of creation, studied the account of the Tower of Babel and through the example of Abraham we 

learnt how he trusted God. We then focused on Isaiahõs teaching about the promised King and moving on to the 

New Testament, to Johnõs Gospel, which unfolded the truth about Jesus, his life and teaching. A quiz during the 

last session revealed how much the children had learnt.  
 

This term we will be looking at the life of Jesus through Johnõs Gospel which will bring us to the great story of 

Easter. Our memory verse for the last session will be: 
 

God showed how much He loved us by having Christ die for us, even though  we were sinful.     Romans 5:8 

(CEV)  

 

The New Year party was a great success and we invited the Brownies and 

members of FAB Club to join us.  

 

We look forward to meeting with the 

children each week and the enthusiasm 

they show as we learn about Godõs word 

together.   

 

Rene and Katie Allcorn,  Sangster and 

Asha 

 

David, Lyn and Julie 
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Children and Young People 

Pathfinders 
 

Pathfinders (11-14 year olds) meet on Sunday mornings at the Square, and for socials every so often. 

We've recently been learning about our gracious God who took an unlikely character like Jacob and 

transformed him into a man who trusted in God's faithful promises. This year we've enjoyed fish and chip 

suppers, cultural nights in India and a safari lunch across Hailsham. Please pray for us as we meet on 

Sunday. In our day to day lives we're involved in activities such as Guides, a paper-round, volunteering in a 

charity shop, starting a Christian Union at Hailsham Community College, line dancing, music school ....... 

Please pray for us to make Jesus known in our everyday lives.  

 

Fiona Bourne (on behalf of 

Pathfinders)       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALTñ14+ Youth Group 
 

We praise God for his goodness! SALT has grown in size again over the past year. We now have eight 

regular members at our Friday night meetings. 

 

We also thank God that over the past year we have further developed a taste for his word as we study it 

each week, and are growing in our appreciation of Godõs character and purposes as we learn from him 

through the Bible. 

 

We have enjoyed evenings discussing the Bibleõs teaching about topics like, reading the Bible, church, 

prayer, trusting God, speech, decision making, submission to parents, study, and relationships. Alongside 

our Bible studies, we have very much enjoyed spending time together just chilling out over hot chocolate/

coffee/squash/Hailshamõs finest tap water and snacks on Friday evenings, and at our social events.  We 

really enjoyed our Bonfire night party, our Australian themed Christmas party and most recently our Flip 

Your Own Pancake Party. 

 
 

 

John and Meg Brook 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Fiona 

Mia McCarroll, John Brook & Julie Bell:  

co-leaders with Fiona    


